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{n Efjay, repreſenting 
thoſe Moral Rules res - v 
| quifite to be obſerved _ . - 
_ znthe uſe of Medicinal 
Rees. | 2 


- av" Jp Hen the 'Queſtion 
'' # was asked amongft 
L | the wiſe men of the 


| World, What was 
| the greateſt Bleſſing Mortals'were 

. | capable of enjoying ? The Anſwer 
{was as comprehenſive when it 
'{ was returned ; Mens ſans in cor- 
{pore ſane, A found mind in a 
ſound body. For nothing is 
more apparent, than that the 
health of che Body, preſerves the > _: 

{| harmony of the Soul; and the...- © 
harmony of the Soul preſery® |} * 
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-F risThe greateſt of all tems k 
hs. cg - Without it, the 
moſt delicious. dainty. will - no! 

pleaſe the patlat , , the moſt fra{' t 

grant odors will not delight the Þ 

ſmell, the moſt harmonious melo$ 

dies will not gratifie the ear, the 
moſt beautiful objeRs. will no 
pleaſe the eyes; the ſofteſt down 

' will not eaſe thebones : Health is 
that which makes our delights' 
delightiul; without which, ..we 
cannot ſolace our ſelyes/in anyF 

temporal enjoyments, or worſhip 

a Deity in any ſpiritual perferm-P* 

ance. Our fleſh upon us, beingſ* 

in pain, makes our Souls. within [1c 

us tO mourn. [Þ 

_ Health; it preſerves the faculticy © 

of the Mind in ſtrength"and vi 


gor, makes the wit acute, thq"' 
memory retentive , and under 
ſtanding clear : Health is -thafl * 
which is of moſt comfortable im4"' 


| 'Ortance unto MmecNn, next unto. 
Ag © | the E 
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þ:bc Salvation of cfiele puls.” | 
Eſpecially if. we conſider thi 
any hundreds of Diſeaſes which 
the mortal bodies/of men are ex- 
poſed unto ; ſome reckoning up 
Four thouſand in all : Above 
wo hundred ſeated in the eyes, 
that ſmall and tender part. 

When a healthy conſtitution, 
k is0d 2 holy diſpofition, joyn hand 
hes$" hand'3- they conſummate hap- 
weipincls. Riches without health, is 
inybut like meat without « ſtomach 3 
hip zhich the beſt Cook cannot make 
-mAfcliſhing. And Health without 
ing/Rcligion, Is but like a Down Pil- 
his flow to areftleſs Head z which the 
beſt Chamberlain cannot make 
Hed eaſe, 
vid All our good things may be 


thd reduced to Three, The goods of * 
the Body, of the Mind, and of ' 


had Fortune 3 which Three if enjoyed, 
mJ render a Man as happy as Solomor 


1 Health to enjoy his Riches. 7*<_- 
Az. 4 "Grace © 


in all his Glory. He who hazh\. 3. ; 


= Graceto preſerve his Health, anc 


, 
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the hope of Glory to. remuneraty 
his Grace , wants no more. 

A long Life ſweetned with $ 
healthful, is a great bleſſing, anc 
promiſed as ſuch to the pious, 2i%þ 
to come to their Graves in a fulſj 
age, asa Shock of Corn comes ly 
its ſeaſon. wk 

The Beloved Diſciple of oujy 
Lord, ſurvived the other Diſc 
ples >. and many of the Fathers-« 
the Church were long livedh; 
which ſhews that the bleſſing qu 
long lite, ſo often promiſed undgqr 
the Law, had leſs abatement aftdy 
our Saviours days, than othea 
bleſſings had. ; 

It's a- great mercy to pai 


through the wilderneſs of thito 


World, with Our Bodies like thhe 
Jews Garments, little worn « 
impared by pining and languiſhſhi 


ing ſfickneſles, i; 
"7M Who would not be defirous 
*--,, 27 a Crown of Glory in thſtc 


World 


anAvorld;, : and-in the next alſo>” = 
ratGyhich can be:dene no other way; 
| þut by gray hairs, found ina way © 
th $f rightcouſheſs.. : 
and Emoch and Elias never dyed,and* 
vVithecame-examples, that a fpotlefs 
fullife might poilibly have been ims+ 
es Wnogxtal, : gw | - 
Alam may well be reckoned 
Ouabove a Thouſand years old, if 
iſchre compute that time which he 
rs" night have lived had. he been- 
1edborn as Methaſalem was. We 
g Jnay judg him as perfcQ at his- 
ndqreation, as one of the Ancients- 
aftqvere at Two hundred : And his 
theating the fruit of the tree of. 
ite, might fupply his radical 
paſnoifture., as faſt as his heat - 
thFonſumed it, if he had not fin- 
2 tied, 
n q But we are but of yeſterday, 
uiſhhe day of our Pilgrimage being 
ut as a ſhadow. Fo 2 
us tt} When: vr great and wiſe Cres _ »; 
thitor made Min the Maſier-piece 8 
orl A. 4-, ot" 
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E of his Creation, - he was pleaſe 
© © as ademonſtrationof his kindneſy * 
to confer a temporal happinef 
upon him, and to plant him in 
Garden 3 wherein he might hay 
an opportunity,” both tocontem 
plate his Creators goodneſs} ani 
i to preſerve his own life : 'Being i 
| a Jupernatural way furniſht witl 
wiſdom to diſcern the particula 
qualities of thoſe Plants wit 
| which he converſed : But being 
| too fatniliar with-'the Tree c 
; Knowledg, he forfeited his rig 
| tothe Free of Lifez and hath ex 
pos'd himſelf to the aſſaults of in 
numerable Diſeaſes. But ſuch | 
the kindneſs of Heaven to may" 
'F in his lapſed ſtate, that he is pleaſ P 
fed to promiſe ſome of the influ 4 
' ences of this ſymbolical Tree h 
upon his obedience to the Diving” 
will: ſo that by our obſervant 
of thoſe Divine and Eternal Law !! 
of Evangelical purity, which ar 4 
” *{cribed as rhe Chriftians Rule 
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aſe] we may as it were tranſplant the 
nefd Free of Life into our own Gar- 7 
nel dens, and fit under the ſhadow -* 
in { thereof with great delight, and 
ay its fruit may become ſweet to our 
em taſt, 
and It is probable that man before -=--_; 
g iq i fall was immortal 3 yet had he 
vir not {inned; he had not ſtill con- 
ulaf tinued here upon earth, though 
vith 61s age might have been extend-- 
ing £d to ſome thouſands of years;but 
e-of Might have at length been tran- 
ig flated from hence to Heaven, 
ex where he could neither have fin+- 
inf ned nor dyed. 
h il The Life of Man ſeems to be 
nad much pared away 3 but it cannot 
leal prudently be attributed to any 
Auf decay in nature, and its univerſal 
-ee | frame 3 but rather to the immo- 
rind Tality-, and imprudent extrava- 
ind gancies of Nations and Perſons, 
aw indulging efteminate, luxurious, 
. ar} and pernicious cuſtoms. _ 
ald Nor can we with any ſhew @$ i} 
A ow GkMI:.4 
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1 moment -- 


- fame with ours : For mention is 


a - 0 


; E Reafon, pretend to any miſtake in 
F * the manner of computing the 


years of the Patriarchs. For if 
with ſome of the Ancients, we 
ſuppoſe them to be only Lunar 
"years, "and that Ten or Twelve; 
of their years, made but one © 
ours : Then groſs abſurdities 
would follow trom thence, as 
that they were Prolifique at Seven 
years of- age, Enoch being- no: 
more when he begat Methaſalem 3 
the date of their lives muſt be 
reckoned ſhorter than many of 
ours at this day. Moreover the 


Scripture teſtifieth, that Abraham 


dicd in a good old age, full of days, 
being One hundred ſeventy and 


ve years-old 3 which number 


according to that computation, 
makes but Seventeen years and a 
half 3 a ridiculous old Age! Tt 
appears moſt manifeſt, that Moſes 
computation. of the year, was the 


and 


4te..af; the firſt, ſecond 
; i ; "temib 


| tenth Month 3 and leſt any thould' K 


| Month. 


| Divine wiſdom, ſecing it, neeeſſa- 


Wits b 


imagine, as ſome have; that thoſe” A 
Months laſted only Three days, . } 
we have mentton made of the Se- - % 
venteenth day of - the ſecond 1 

The Reaſons why the : 3 
line of their lives was drawn to ' -& 
that length, may be referred to - © 


ry fo to be, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf. And indeed, 
wonderful was their skill in all * 
the ſecrets of nature, which might 
prove very ſubſervient towards - 
the lengthning their. lives. - 

But how ſoon do we find the 
effects of {in, . cutting their lives 
in halves, in three feveral Ages? 
And now we account him won- 
drous old, who hath ſeen Four- | 
ſcore Summers. 

The Fathers in the primitive ' 
times, - had great advantages for : 
the prolongation of  theix. lives, 
as they \had - ſatisfactorily :cgn», - 
veycd into them the-- mee . 
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if _ Remedies from 
© Adam, who gave names unto-all 


entitics » and: from Solomon, 
* whoſc miraculous wiſdom is not 
' to be paralleFd. 

- And for the more commodious 
propagation of Arts and Sciences, 


the experience of: former Ages & 

Ft Or as many ſenſations breed an 

. experiment, ſo many experiments 

# #: a Science. 

l And moreover,the ſeveral moti- 
ons of the heavenly bodies could 


| time to obſerve their Periods: and 
{ Revolutions. It was thecomplaint 
; | ot Hypocrates, Ars longa vita bre- 
vis : and therefore the Almighty 
in his Wiſdom, proportioned 
mens lives unto the length of 
Arts. Some PFlancts, as Saturn 
+ for one, _not going its rounds in 
4s than ſome hundreds of years, 
:: 20p3d wat have been known, if 
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©: creatures from their. particular © 


it was: requifite men ſhou]d have ' 


not be knodn, without a long 


n had not lived longer than * 
hey do now. = 
'] But yet we may obſerve, that 
he length of Mans age fince Mo- 
rs time,feems conſiderably abre- 
tated : He reckoning Threeſcore 
ears and.ten, the ordinary courſe 
oto which men generally arrived 
a thoſe times » whereas now, a- 
bird part of. all that are born-in 
populous Cities, dye under Five 
ears old; and the greateſt part 
pf thoſe that are alive, are be-- 
ween Sixteen and Six and twen- 
y: And not above Seven in a 
undred live unto any'confidera- 
le Age. We have nothing in 
Scripture of Solomon's age z only 
hat when he was old, his Wives 
urned away his heart. I's 
thought he might be Threeſcore 
and ten. Few Princes, cithes 
Jewiſh, Roman, Greek, or Ger= 
man arrived at Fourſcore. Queen 
Elizabeth out-lived all her predes 
ceſlors ſince the Conqueſt. _ 
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Ut bi preſerving Remedics from 

EA4dam, who gave names unto-all 

= creatures from their. particular / 
l qualities » and from Solomon, fh 
*:whoſc miraculous wiſdom is not 

"to be parallePd. i; 

- |. And for the more commodious. fe: 
propagation of Arts and: Sciences, 
it was: requiite men ſhould have ' 
the experience of: former Ages $ 
For as many ſenſations breed an 
experiment, ſo many experiments 
a Science. 

And moreover,the ſeveral moti- 
ons of the heavenly bodies could 
not be knodn, without a long. 
time to ehſerve their Periods. and 

4; Revolutions. It was the complaint 
} of Hypocrates, Ars longs vita bre- 
| wi: and therefore the Almighty 
' in his Wiſdom, proportioned: 
mens lives unto the length of 
it Arts. Some Flancts, as Saturn 
ſt... for one, _not going its rounds in 
f.. x than ſome hundreds of. years 
J' 7. <opld net have been known, i 
vet, +», : men 
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hey do now. 
But yet we may obſerve, that 
he length of Mans age fince Mo- 
5's time,feems conſiderably abre- 
tated : He reckoning Threeſcore 
Fears and.ten, the ordinary courſe 
oto which men generally arrived: 
” fa thoſe times, whereas now, a: 
bird part of. all that are born i in 
 þopulous Cities, dye under Five 
| bears old; and: the greateſt part 
pf thoſe that are alive, are be-- 
ween Sixtcen and Six and twen- 
y: And not above Seven in a 
 ſhundred live unto any'confidera- 
ble Age. We have nothing in 
Scripture of Solomon's age 3 only 
hat when he was old, his Wives 
urned away his heart. Ik's 
thought he might be Threeſcore 
and ten. Few Princes, <cithes 
\ [ewiſh, Roman, Greek, or Ger= 
»1an arrived at Fourſcore. Queen 


ceſlors ſince the Conqueſt. 
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n had not lived mr than bY 


El:zabeth out-lived all her prede-? 
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=” The Ancients might probably] 
= be long lived, from natural as| 
' much as from providential Rea- 
ſons: For Adam was the imme«[\ 
diate work-of God and beingf 
come, as it were, newly from theſ 
Shop of his Creator , he could 
not be like a Houſe built of rotten 
timber, but of a far ſtronger con<ſ! 
fitution than this weak age af-ſ 
fords : Their bodies were not! 
: waſted with ſucceſſion of fickneſ(- 
4 - fes, nor weakened with heredi- 
bh tary difeaſes 3 but were armed to 
reſiſt thoſe few things then con-j! 
| trary unto their healths. The 
ſeminality - of Difeaſes were not} 
ſo pregnantly conveyed from 
the Parent unto: the Child, their 
Infants were not fo tenderly 
brought up, waſtful Riot was a 
firanger unto them, and variety of 
meats was then unknown: Their 
was not opprefſed with 
thens, and forced to flagger 
ich her load, 
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fore the Flood than afterwards, 


through the falt-waters- of the. 


Moreover in the firſt ages of? 
| as the World, the Air might be more** 

pure, and not then ſo corrupted © 3 
zith terrene exhalations, ſuch as - 
after-times- were peſtcred with, 
en once the flood had topt the - 
arth, and drencht ic with over- + 27 
lowings3 and: the fruits of the . \. 
Earth were more nutrative be=- - © 


1eſ great deep infeebling the Earth : 
We obſerve from our general ac-- 
counts of. Mortalities, that there - 
is a-great increaſe in our Bills; in 
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the year- 1604, there dyed but 


4323, and 895.0f the Plague - 


but in the year 1659, there dyed 
14720, and 36 of the Plague: 


And yet we obſerve near the ſame. 
number of perſons. Born and-- 


Chriſtened both years3 to that 


the diſproportion is near Nine. 
thouſand in a year, in about Sixty 


years diſtance. 
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E:fhops of Rome, for the contraQiingls 
#-the year of Jubilee, from Ond|. 
= hundred, to Fifty, and from Fift 
unto Five and twenty: is ground, 
ed upon a ſuppoſition, that thq} 
Age of Man is contracted ji 
compariſon of former times. X 

Had men in all places and in all r 
ages, arrived unto- the lives off, 
the Patriarchs-, the earth by this], 
time had not been able to ſuſtain}, 

t 
x 
} 
c 
r 
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them with food. 

The Egyptians calculated the 
bounds ot mens days, from the 
weightof their hearts, and judg- 

-. <1 a. hundred' years the: utmoſt 
+ Period, taking their.eſtimate from 
348 the weight of the heart which 
"they afhrm increaſeth -two] 
Drachms every year until Fifty, 
and decreaſeth two Drachms un-f| 
til a Hundred : But this opinion} 
feems more curious than true. 
' 16 Sickneſs, like a. Weaver, paſſeth 
che ſhuttle of many lives, and at 
*.* hf cuts the Thred. Excellently 
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"THY 
Ffhadowed by the Poets | lone 
Feeling us of Three fatal Siſters, * 
he one holding the Diftaff, the 
other drawing the Thread, the 
Jthird cutting it off. 

Tt is a Queſtion amongſt ſome, 
whether the life of Man be ca-- 
all pable of being prolonged by 
Oi means? Unto which it may be 
his anſwered, That the duration of a 
anNJ motion cannot be known, unleſs 
the: meaſure thereof be known 3 
he norcan it be meaſured, unleſs it 
hef have known bounds : So that we 
&-f cannot well know whether life 
oft may be prolong'd, without know- 
my ing how long it laſis. Now its 
hy Jificult to know this duration 
OL puncually. 

Y-l And yet as there are at this day 
af ſome who exceed a Hundred, fo 
By there are a Hundred times as ma- 
, | yy whodonot arrive at that Pe- 
hj riod. And as nonecan ſpeak of 
ith Death by experience, becauſe _ 


they who ſpeak of it have not felt 
bh ww it, 
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"Rt, andthey who have fel it, car. 
=* not ſpeak of it. The caſe isIÞc 
F much the ſame concerning Life 3Þp! 
* for unleſs a Man live unto ex-}! 
tream old age, he will not believe 
that his-life hath bzen prolonged : 
But on- the: contrary-, that hisÞ1 
hour was not yet come. n 
But . yet it*s not inconſiſtent | 3 
with reaſon, to ſay, that he who J a 
Þþ| would infallibly have dyed of a |! 

'F'; ' Gangreenin his Leg, hath had his 
| Life. prolonged, when his Leg 
3 lit was cured, { 
} Or that a Conſumptive Body | | 
T ( 
| 


hath been ſaved from death, when 
reſtored to a healthful ſtate by a 
Medicinal dyet, which hath added 
$' Oil tothe lampof Life. 
li The Necar and Ambroſia' of 

| the Poets, which kept their gods 
from growing old, ſeems to be 
a. figure of the Tree of Life 3 
which was a reſtorer of nature, 
as. well -as a Symbol of future} 
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If Life canfiſts in the:unio 


and dryneſs > Why may not ſuch 


; [means as preſerves the former, - 


and keeps back.the latter, have a 


natural tendency to prolong Life ?- 


alway ſuppoſing the Energie of 
all natural operations tc depend 
upon a ſupernatural influence. 


Suppoſe we, with Pybagoras = 


That Life is a ſtraight line, and 


that the accidents which difiturb 
it, and: at length bring: Death, 


conſtitute another line 3 and as 
theſe two Lines incline leſs or 


{| more one towards another, Death: 
approaches ſooner or later 3..and- 


conſequently Life is longer or 
ſhorter, Yet, may we not ſup- 


j poſe that Divine providenceg and 


humane prudence, may probably 


condace towards the retarding. 
|] the neighborhood of theſe Lines2 - | _ 


<" Xx 


Or ſuppoſe with the Chymiſts, 
| oC 


n off 
' isfhcat and-moiflure, and Death ap=*>3 
fe zJprocahes by the predominance of 7 

the contrary quality, viz. cold: * 
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© Thar Lk conſiſts 'in a volatilg, 

' * Armoniach,, Sal. Why may w 

not ſuppoſe that 'Art improved 
may compoſe ſuch fixed Alkeill, $ 
as may ſtop the wingy motiong,, 
of the former Volatile ? 

It doth not ſeem probable, that}, 
means may be uſed with googj, 
faccefs, to anſwer all other inten4 
tions in nature, and be ufed ink 
vain in the attaining that which 15 
the moſt defirable thing in nature, 
and which that renders a Man ca-|. 
pable of perfeion in all Arts and, 
Sciences, viz. Health. 

As Fire dies for want of Air 
and is extinguiſht when the flawe 
is ſuffocated ; fo doth cour vital 
flame. 

As our ſpirits arc repaired by 
Air, ſo are our fanguine hamours 
by Aliments. | 

Surely *twas not without"tea- 
ſon, that Nzom was foretold;, O- 
bed ſhould be reſtorer of ver age. 

RY gn, they are the Infiru- 

ments 


- , ſnents of the Divine; Omnipo- 
tild-nce, renewing the lives of men. 
WJ Much may. be dorie by Art 
Vedor the retarding the courſe of 
oh nature, as may be ſeen in \many 
ONYnſces and Animals, and in men. 
, Fcftored from Conſumprtive-pine- 
hat ng ſickneſſes, their fleſh becom-, 
Ong like that of Children, as in 
NNaamens caſe, the efficacy of 
Remedies with ſome, is ſo great, 
h 1 kat cheir youth is as it were xe«. 
uchewed as the Eagle 3 their natu- 
"al ſtrength not abating at a great 
Loa w, 
Certainly King David's depart- 
"Ing from Keylat, diverted Saxls 
age, and preſerved his own Life 
or that time, 
Our bleſſed Saviours own pra- 
YRice, in preſerving himſelf until 
he time he knew that his hour 
was come ,, is recorded for 
"Pur imitationz and doth plain» 
"By prove that Life may be prox 
onged, z 
Not-*. 
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Notwithſtanding the lives: of 
' all the Mariners in the Ship wer 
promiſed- to be ſpared by that 
God who cannot lyez yet thatqh 
- promiſe was annexed unto theiqh 
= >abiding in the Ship. | 
- The wiſdomot Foſeph and Mz 
ry, in obſerving the Angels ad$! 
vice, and flying .into Egypt with 
the blefled Babe, in all human: 
probability prevented his death afl 
þ | Bethlebems. -Fit 
is ___..- It is thought that the prohibig> 
3 tion of ſomekindsof meats unde 
the Law, was not only u 
Moral, but partly upon a Phyſiy 
.cal 2ccount, yielding no :good}. 
nutriment, but proving injuriouſh 
unto the lives and. healths of menfc 
| The Centurion importunec 
our Saviour to cure his Servantſai 
which he would never have donghl 
had it not probably conduced' to 
ward the prolongation of hiſſe 
'Life. t 
_ Another miſtake, and certainlyu 
10% nc 


be 4 AR 
-ofhot 2 little deſtructive unto the 
erdives and healths of men, is, that 
hatMiedicines operate by a natural E- 
hathergic infuſed into them in their 
1cimirſt. creation only, and have no 
ependance upon a Divine con- 
MaSurring influence; and eſpecial 
add\cfling unto particular perſons 
vichjvhereas the contrary is moſt ap- 
nangarent : And we find that many 
h afimes the beſt Remedies are uſed, 
ſhe 'beſt advice taken, and moſt 
ibizza@ circumſtances obſerved,and 
idegll in vain. Whence ſhould this 
n- $rocced, but from a ſuſpenſion of 
yiiy Divine concourſe ? | 
004 Some of the Ancients tell us, 
jonnat- the Cures wrought at the 
nenfool of Betheſda, were not ex- 
meSaordinary , but natural z be- 
rantfauſe the Pool adjoyned unto the 
onehhughter-houſe, and it did con- 
| togſt of the Blood of the facrificed 
-  hiSeaſts, which by Naturaliſts is 


id to be of a healing nature. 2 
ainlyut yet we may very well ſap-e 
NC pole © 


* _- . pole the neceſlity of a Divine Ar 


galick influence tothis, the Pop 
whereby became eflicatious. 

" >=», Indeed our blefſed Saviour c 
ring the Blind-man with tempery 
ed Clay, may ſeem highly ratig; 
nal; that being the fitteſt ingred$.; 
ent to retiore a defeQaive park, 

out off which the whole was 
firſt compoſed : Yet that rendey 
the Cure no leſs miraculous. 
 Naemans waſhing in Fordan 8g 
ven times, was a- natural Rem 
dy, though attended with ſupeyſc 
nataral ſucceſs. | 
And the Wine and Oil pourqh 
into the wounds of the diſtrefſeÞh! 
Stranger by the good Samaritohh: 
was {ſpecifically appropriatedf 
yet the ſucceſs depended uponſp 
ſuperior influx, : M0 
A Plaiſter of Figs applycd unffjt 
Hezekziab*s Plague-ſore, was a ri 
tional Remedy, being proper gd 
tf.  rmollify hard tumours inthe fleFc 
'- and co ripen Impolſihumes, os S 
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- AJ There wasa very r>tional con- 
Podbrmity between the leprous con- 
_ . $glon, and the law of cleanſing. 
r EuThe Leproly did putrifieche skin, 
PErmad oppoſite unto that was Ce- 
attGar-wood, commended by Natu- 
reagiliſts againſt Putrefation. It 
Parſyas of an offenſive colour, op- 
as ÞÞolite unto that was the Colour 
derhf Scarlet; ofan ill ſcent, corftra- 
y unto that was the ſmell of Hy- 
SJop 3 itdid uſher in death, coh- 
Frary thereunto was the Sparrow 
e&t looſe, fignificant” ſign of 
ecovery. Becauſe ſometimes im- 
FÞious men ſpin out the Thred of 
efic@heir lives :; Therefore to imagine 
4%: contradids the obſervation,that 
rtedfFaith and piety prolong Life, is a 
onflereat miſtake, For ſometimes a 
Jong and a wicked Life may be 
unftwitied together, for ſome rea- 
a rgſons beſt known unto DivineWif- 
r gdom; as Maxaſſeh rcigned longeſt 
ic] of any of the Kings of Fadab - 
Sometimes the finner may live to 
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be a Minded years old, and 

be_ ſed : The Poſterity rc 
-Cein-were longer liv'd than i f 
of the Patriarchs, being reſervy 
to be ptiniſhed i in the general D : 
Juge: :---- 

A fond opinion, and a greſh 
miſtake it is, of ſome, that Beca | 
Divine Wiſdom hath appoint$ 
the periods of our days , therfc 
fore to ſuppoſe we cannot be it 
- ftrumental either towards cl 
lengthning or ſhortning of thh( 
lame. The Jews were wicked 
inftrumental in-taking- away thi 
_ life of the Lord of Life, notwitl 
ftanding they did nothing buf} 
what Divine goodneſs had deter 
mined before to be done; the 
-was no fatal neceſlity impoſed uf 
on their wills. _ 

Sometimes Divine Wiſdom t 
knowing his own reaſons, Jot 
reſolve the deathof ſome perſonsh 
unleſs the moral Cauſe of the Dil 
ſtemper be remoyed, as well s | 
S | : the 
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id Yhe natural; ad ;then-the avoſt | 
ity froper Remedies aretifed in vain, . * 
n affther towards the preſervation of ©? 
ervealth, or the' removal of Sicks ___ 
1 Dieſe: 2 
King David undcifivod: that 
grqhe determination concerning the 
cauLChilds death was -paſt 3 yet he 
ay ayed; and probably uſed means 
U prevent it; | 
y The Creator and Conferver of 
cyl things in the Univerſe, takes 
 thhotice of the principal and ſubſe- 
cdEnent cauſes of thingszgoverning, 
Ke. Piſpofing,and oiHrfbpaccordin 
Knatb his own free will: And yet all 
b his Government ſeems to be void 
terbf any fatal violence, and comes 
- dan cfhciency from the ordina- 
Fon of various natural cauſes; 
Thich by bhurnan ele&ions in na- 
XFural things, prove the occafions 
ws ither of Tporting or deſiroy- 
Jing Life. 
Divine goodneſs doth'not a- 
JÞolih, but diſpofeth of future 
ch B 2 con- 
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26 , 
k. _contingencies, without nulling] 
* _ the freedom of the Agent. The 
{Creatoris not obliged unto necel} 
ſity, but: moderateth things and! 
events according unto his own 
pleaſure 3 and yet ſuffereth then 
to exerciſe their own proper mc 
tions, electing what ſeems; bel 
( eſpecially i in externals); & hereit 
the cauſe anſwersunto the effeQs 
if the <ffeas be neceſſary, -t 
cauſes are ſo likewiſe 3 and in thi 
ſenſe, the Life of Man and it 
 period,may be faid to be determi 
ned { And yet Man may be inſtru 
mental towards the contraGing 
his own days. 
' Moreover there are certair 
PraQRtices which have a natur: 
tendeney towards Lite or Death 
and this the inſpired Pen«man in 
. timates, when he tells us, Th 
[righteouſneſs tendeth unta Like 
and he that purſueth evil, purſt 
eth it unto his own death 3 anc 
_althovgh there are iroquent Fu 
miles 
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allingſmiſes of long Life made untothe- -- 
Thdodedient, it dothinot infringethe 3 
neceſ] verity of holy Fobs aſſertion, That 
; andour days are determined. When 
ownſthe Prophet told Amrziah, he 
then knew God had determined to de- 
r moy liroy him, he tells him moreover, 
-befflthat he was inſirumental tc- 
ereidf wards his own death, in. not 
eg hearkning unto the voice of the 
th Lord. 
: thi} AndEl*s Sons diſobedience,pro-. 
4 icy nounced the fentence of Death 
rmiJ againſt them, ant ic is rendered 
ſtru4 as the reaſon why God chad (re 
ting) ſolved to ſlay them. 
— The date of the old Worlds 
taig]-durationwas fixed unto One hun- 
uraſf dred and twenty years; yet we 
thi find it was not ſo long liv'd by 
inf T wenty years, their wickednefs 
hal contracting that, which ſeem'd 
.ifef} 2 determined period : There 
ſuf] declaring, chat at what time-Di- 
ind vine wiſdom ſhall ſpeak concern- 
rof ing a Nation, or People, to pluck 
iſes B 3 up, 
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up, or to deſtroy if that Natior 
orPcopleturn from their evil way 
he will turn from intended evil. 

A great miſtake it is,to imagine 
that the manner. and moments © 
mens death, are the effeAs of con 
tingency 3 whereas it is moſt cer 
tain they come under the diſpoſa 
and appointment of a wiſe over 
ruling providence. 

As a Sparrow doth not fall un 
to the ground,fo a Man doth not 
without a ſpecial permiſſion. The 
Might of that Arrow which pro 
cured Ababs death, was guided b 
a Divine hand, who aimed at his 
mortal wound ; yet his raſb going 
to Battel, by the advice of-his 
falſe Prophets, rendered, him in- 
ſtrumental towards his own death 
and ruine, | 

The Evangelical Prophet tells 
us of a Confumption determined 
upon the whole carth, occaſioned 
by their great provocations. 
We find Abimelech and his Fa- 
| mily 
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See 25 Þ "EY 
Nation ily ſmitten with ſickneſs, and 
ll wayhreatned with death , but not 
VH, fithouta moral cauſc. 
ging And very often arc the Jews 
nts Oiled upon to obſerve the Divine 
con aws, leſt they dye for prophane- 
{t ces ig them. 
ſpolafſ And the Prophets are frequent- 
OVclyy threatned with death , that 
all preſume to ſpeak without a 
ithon from Heaven. 
Manosbs Wife made a very pro-: 
able conjeQure, That God did 
ot defign to lay her and her 
d byHusband , becauſe of his graci- 
t hisÞus appearance unto them. | | 
ing] The Jewiſh Rabbins tell us of a. 
 hisÞne going to gather his Remedy 
L IR-Þprefcribed by Solomon, againſt his 
zath articular dilkemper, was met by 

an apparition of Death, in the 
ells Yhape of a Schellicon-; and it told 
ned ſhim with an audible voice, it 
ned was too late, for he was firuck by 

the Angel who kept the Key of | 
Fe- the Grave, The meaning is oþviow. 
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E " Iiſe Elyebs fiaff layd: upon thq' 


Child; they will not reſtore untd' 
life and health, unleſs a ſuperna{} 
tural virtue concur; © 

Marys {uppoſition that the pre 
fence of her Saviour would have 
kept her Brother from dying, w 
nor altogether groundleſs,thoug 
ſhe was under a miſtake, with re 
ference unto-that preſent difpen 
fation. 

The praQice of true Piety, anc 
ſerious Chriſtianity , are great 
friends unto the health of nature 

There are attending the Divine 
Eife, leifurcly 'contemplations of 
heavenly things, joys refined 


from the dregs of ſenſuality , 


es of a noble and generous 
nature, wholeſom, {weet, and 
comfortable fears 3 an univerſal 
harmony in all the Paflions: and 
from hence by the favour of Di- 
vine clemency , Health ſpring- 
eh tort ſpeedily. 
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{ ack, irploring help and recovery, 2 

untdand being denyed, by. reaſon; of * 
ernal her rapine and miſchief, it affords «** 
an Excellent moral. -- _ 

The. breaking off our ſins by 
{ righteouſneſs, - many times proves 
ga lengthening of. our: temporal 
Life and tranquilicy. | 

Plato's obſervation is excellent = 
ly truz, that all. the  miſchiefs of _ 
the Body proceed from. the Soul, 
and all its txuctt pleafures from the. 
# joy of the mind. | R 

We have a memorable modern 
relation of a Conſumptive perſon 
I cured after Four years langviſh- 
ment, by a preſcription of an An- 
gelical Apparition, jayned. with. a 
moral duty, to.fear God and ſerve 
him. 

The Jewiſh DoQtors ſay, that... 
Alam felt. no cold, .notwichftand-- 
ing he was naked, becauic be had 
g- communion with God 3  apd..3s 
ſoon as ever he eat the tuddcn. 
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1 Read aked, Wd 
"Were it the Divine pleafure toþ 
" ive men a conſtant frame off] 
Health during their Pilgrimage 
it were a great favour 3 but our 
impieties, like Hozaels wet cloth,} 
prove fatal unto us, and moulderfi 
on theſe bodyes of ours, whoſe 
feet like Nebuchadnezzar*s Imag 
are made of clay 3 Man being but 
earth, as the Prophet tells us 
three times in one breath, whenſ| 
he faith, O earth, earth, earth, 
bear the word of the Lord. 
Repentance, often proves an 
excellent Antidote againſt fick- 
neſs and death. | 
Fex#bel is threatned for her im- 
*penitency to be: caſt into a Bed, þ 
md her Children to be killed with | 
_— Good men may dye, but fi 
cannot be killed with death. 
e Ifraelites repentance pro- 
| ved a foveraign phifter againſt 
ſtings of the fiery Serpents. 
Was King Davids remorſe, pre- 
__, vailed 
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ailed with the deſtroying: Av 

re fob ſheath his Sword, after t 
e Offaughter of Seventy thouſand 
agczheople. YG] 
ourſ Reboboams penitence - at; the. 
oth, Preaching of Shemaiab,prevented 
lderfhe deſtruction of himſelf and his 
hoſePrinces. + | 
age,f When mens fleſh is conſumed, . 
buthnd they are afflited with ſtrong. 
| USÞains upon their Beds, then the.; 
henfImighty looks upon men, to ſee 
rth, bf any ſay they have ſinned, and 
perverted that which is right, to 
deliver them from going down 
nto the Pit,; that their lives may 
ec the Light. ey 
m-# When the Divine hand binds 
ed, men with fetters, and holds them 
th fin the cords.of affliction, then he. 
ut Fſhews them theiy work, and their 
h. Itranſgreſfions that they.have ex-- 
O- fceeded 3 then he opens theig cars, 
iſt Funto. diſcipline, and 'commands- 
that they return from iniquity3-- 
and if they obey and ſerve him, . 


they* 
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F- f Flat ped their days in pro-f\ 
H - and- their years in plea- 
F, hey but if they obey-not, they} 
ſhall dye in their youth without 
knowledg; for God preſtrveth 
not the Life of the wicked, as E- 
libwtells Fob:  . 

Did men but conſider the na- 
ture of Man in this ftate of mor- 
ralicy, and obſerve the wonder- 
fal compoſure of their Bodies, 
the ſcituation of the parts, theſ 
circulation of the Blood, the ſe- 
veral meanders of the veins and 
nerves, and the curious diitribu- 
tion of our aliment into fleſh ; 
they might eaſily perceive how 
ſinalt an obſirugtion would ſtop 
their breath, and' how inconſj- 
dcrable an-inflamation would ſend 
us: into another World as in a 
fhery Ehariot, and how: little a 
putrefaQion would crumble us 
inco-our feſt original; if we were 
yot ſupported by an Omnipotent 
vand 3 z and iadtcad of- wondering: 
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ve fie as, ” ents: vt Ys _— 
ould admire we Ive an hour in 
aſe. 

As an exaQ obſervance of the- 
eternal Laws of truth'and good-" 
neſs, are the beſt way to render 
Remedies effe@ual 3 fo the con- 
trary renders. them unſuccesful 
towards Health, or long Lite, 
as we. had plainly exemplified in 
moſt of the wicked Kings of Fu- 
dab: and: Iſrael, as Abijem, Atha» 
liab , Abaziab, Nadab, Elab, 
Onrs , and many others, who 
reigned but Two, Three,or Four 
years a piece 3 and the Reaſons | 
are ſometimes: recorded, that it 
was for there ſins which they ſin- 
ned, they ſhortning their lives 
with their Kingdcms, in whom 
fin, and a ſudden death, rcigned 
together. 


He that prophaned the Sabbath ; 


under the Levitical diſpenfation, 
occaſioned the beating his . Soul 


ou: of -his Body. 
ve? 
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- St. i Auſeim _— that the 
} Reaſon why Diſeaſes abounded 


No much in the Summer, was be- 
cauſe the Holy Euchariſt was ir- 


reverently received at Egfter in his þ 


time. 

" When our Saviour cured the 
Man fick of a Palfic, he forgave 
him his ſins, to convince him 


that they were the cauſe of his. 


fcknels, 
- The life of Man is ſwift: as a 


Weavers Shuttle z eſpecially if 


wickedneſs be interwoven, Di- 
vine Juſtice cuts the Web. 

- Infidelity doth..as it were tye 
up the: hands of Omnipotence, 
and: ſets-bounds unto the opera- 
tions of his mighty works on 
mens Bodies. 

The Jews-who came out of E- 


gypt, except Caleb and. Foſhna, - 


dyed before they came into Ca- 
xean, vis: that they might not 
introduce Egyptian innovations, 
and to chaftife their rebellious 
Mur- 


he 
ed 


urmurings z and - very: often 
hey are threatened with forefick- 
efſes, and wonderful: Plagues, 
f they did not hearken to the Di- 
rine Law. - 7 

It's no wonder to fee a ſirange 
puniſhment happen 'unto | the 
workers of iniquity 3 nothing 
doth more conduce toward: the 
preſervation of our natural 


Jhealth, than our living | the 


Divine Life:z but wheniout ex- 
peRations and aQions are wholly 
imployed in the gratifications of 
the animal Life, we do but pre- 
pare for the meſſengers'of' the. 
Ben oO © 
What Solomon obſerves of 
wealth and viQory, may truly - 
be ſaid of Health and recovery, it 
depends not fo much on natural 


- as on Divine influences, 


The wantonneſs of the Levite's. 
Wife, occaſioned a ſecond rape 
by the Gibeonites 3 ſo when theit 


luſt had conceived, it brought 


fortlf 7 
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Reaſon ' why Diſeaſes abounded 
No much in the Summer, was be- 
cauſe the Holy Euchariſt was ir- 


reverently received at Eofter in his þ 


time. 
When our Saviour cured the 
Man fick of a Palfic,. he forgave 


him his fins, to convince him 


| that they were the cauſe of his 
ficknels, | | 
- The life of Man is ſwift: as a 


Weavers Shuttle; eſpecially if 


wickedneſs be interwoven, Di- 
vine Juſtice cuts the Web. 

- Infidelity doth. as it were tye 
up the: hands of Omnipotence, 
and; ſets. bounds unto the opera- 
tions of his mighty works on 
mens Bodies. 


The Jews who came out of E- 
gypt, except Caleb and Foſhna, 


dyed before they came into Ca- 
xean, vis: that they might not 
introduce Egyptian innovations, 
and to chaftife theix rebellious 
= MUTr- 


ks | Cas a "36: ] 
| -St. Anſelm obſerves, that the 


uurmurings 3 and _ 
hey are A po 
efſes, and wonderful: Pe. 
f they did not hearken to the Dt- 
ine Law. 

It's. no wonder to ſee a ſirange 
-uniſhment happen unto ' the 
yorkers of iniquity 3 nothing 


Kdoth more conduce toward: the 


preſervation of our natural 


Jhealth , than our living | the 


Divine Life-3z but wheniout ex- 
pecations and aGions are wholly 
imployed in the gratifications of 
the animal Life, we do but pre- 
pare for the meſſengers of the. 
Grave. ' - 

What Solomon obſereus of 
wealth and victory, may truly - 
be faid of Health and recovery, it 
depends not fo much on natural 


-- as on Divine influences, 


The wantonneſs of the Levite's. 
Wife, occaſioned a ſecond rape 
by the Gibeonites 3 ſo when their 


luſt had conceived, it brought 


fortlf xY 
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forth- fin, and- their. fin beir 
gniſhed brought forth death. JÞ 
Emntichrs for ſleeping at a Se 
mon, had by his fall- almoſt ſtep 
until awaked by the laſt Trumpet 
had henot been miraculouſly rai 
ſed by St, Paxd. 
. Many of the Church of Co 
. rznth were fick and weak, anc 
loſt their -lives, for their unwork; 
- » thy receiving the Bread of Life Þ 
and if men contemn the ſacred} 
Body of Chriſty. how can they 
expeda God ſhould take care off 
their Bodies? and if they make c 
no reckoning of Chriſts death,ſjr 
ies juſt with God to difxegard 
their-hves. . h 
Pharosb was: plagued. exceed-.fi j, 
ly, for being too familiar with 
rebams Wite 3 when ſhe wasf| 
—_— unto her Husband, he 
was rcftored.to his Health. t 
Miriams +\(cdition ,raiſed a Tu-fj F 
multuous diſturbarce in .the har- 
many. of her health, The dith- 
mulation. 


MS. 
LY 


<lnSulation of © Gebaza*s tongues 
drocured the Leproſy upon his 
kin z Us&tab's invading the 
Prieſts Otfice, and burning in- 
"Tenſe, cauſed the Divine difplea- - 
ure to ſmoak againſt him, ma- 
ing his beauty to conſume away 
ike a Moth. ppb a2 
Hinaxniab's falſe Prophets, did 
but predi his own deſtruction 
and death. oe 
cdl Abaziab's evil confukation 
with the God of Ekrox, to-know 
olf whether he ſhould recover of his 
Kell Gckneſs,: made his Diſcafe prove 
bf jocarable. | 
rd Phyroah's perſecution ended in 
his own deſiruQion and drown- - 
d. ing. | 
nj Ahab by his cruelty, became 
ff cruel unto his own Life. 
i The Samariten Lords infideli- 
ty, preffed his Soul out of his 
- Body. 
"| The calumniating rage ct the 
"| Children againft the good. old 
Pro-*® 
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Prophet, . provoked the rage of 
the Bears to devouer their Bo- 
dics. : 

 Herod's vain-glorious oftenta- 
tion, brought ſuch a Diſcaſe up- 
on his Body, of which he had no 
reaſon to boaſt. © 

The pride of the Daughters of || 
Ziow, changed their ſweet ſmell 6) 


' Info a link, and their well-fert | 


Hair into baldneſs. | I 
Seppbirg's Perjury, ſummoned 
the feet of thoſe who had carried 
her Husband. to his Grave, to 
carry her to the ſame place. | 

Benbadads curiolity, . proved 
the fatal Meſſenger of his death; Y 
the Prophet returning anſwer, 
that he might recover, but ſhould Fr 


 _ furelydye: 


Feroboam”s Idolatry, and pray- 
ing unto falſe gods, provoked 


| the true God to ſiop-his breath, 


S$auPs diſobedience unto his 
maker, crumbled him inco duſt. 


-Belſhszzar for his riotous re- 
#20; velling, 


elling, by a bodyleſ(s hand- 
3o- fvrighting .upon a wall; had the 
nd of, his Life and Kingdom de- 
ta- ounced againſt him. ; 
p- | When Nadab and Abibu offered 
no ſtrange fire, a ttranger fire is ſent 
' Fo conſume them. 
of |. Becauſe good.men immaturely 
eſl (dye,. to infer Piety hath no influ- 
et ſkence upon the prolongation. of 
JLife,. is a great miſtake. | 
d | The Carkaſſes of good Iſracl- 
ites may fall in the wilderneſs of 
his World, and yet their Souls 
Imay be entertained in the Hea». 
FYvcnly Canaan. 
> A good Prophet for ſome fin- 
gle ac of difohedience, may be 
Fmade a prey unto' a devouring 
Lyon, and yet his Soul be recei- 
ved into everlaſting habitations. 
Lf If an E]: negle&t to chaſtize 
bis rebellious Children, he may 
3 | be permitted to break his neck, 
and yet may enter into Life: nei- 
ther maimed nor halt, 


When © 


| When Uzzab hall touch thi. " 
Ark- without a commilhon , hiſhe 
death ſhall immediately ſucceed] I 
| his raſhneſfs. Nee 
When a: Moſes ſhall negleQ te! 
circumciſe his Child, an Ange ! 
ſhall threaten his Life with Jhe 
drawn Sword. mo 
Many times judgment begin , 
at the Houſe of God, and h& 
makes good men examples of hi n 
ſeverity in this Life. 
Evil Angels may contend wit " 
- good ones, about the bodies offtin 
good men but their Souls fhallſh 
be kept free from danger. I 
It is thought that King David! 
numbering the. people, was theſſth 
we att hedid, before he took his|fi 
Be 
Sampſon loſt his natural ſtrength 
by his diſobedience and viola-Bdi 
tion of his vow, rather than bytt 
his cutting of his Hair 3 ft being] (e 
rather a moral, than a naturalf L 
cauſe of his weakneſs. o 
& 09: 77 The 
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eng. The freeful, $o=A holy Pco= 
hiſher Foxab, going contrary unto 
eee Divine: command, had almoſt 

zen ſwallowed up. "by death, as 
tell as by the Whale: 
ge. But ſometimes the. ſickneſs of 
| She Body, may be ſent to pro- 
note the health of the Soul; as 
inghe Leproſfie: on Naemans fleſh, 
hemnay conduce towards the whiten- 
hiSng of. his mind. 

Sickneſſes are ſometimes Pro- 
e atory as well as Punative, ſome- 
times both 5 and they are ſent as 
allthe T'ryals of grace, and are. de- 
claratives of -Divine Mercy. 

It was a remarkable queſtion 
1eFthat was asked our Saviour, Who 
isFfinned, this Man. or his Parents, 

that he was born blind ? His an- 
hy ſwer we know was,It was for the 
-Fdeclaration of Divine Mercy, _ra- 
y I ther than cither of the former rea- - 
p | ſons, -as the ſickneſs of his friend 
| Laz2rus,was for theGlory of God, 

that the work of Divine Power 


: 
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might be manifeſt in' his reftauſan 
ration. © act 
The Righteous may ſometime$Sc 
be taken away from the evil rq6ir 
come, as the good Patriarc 
were before the Flood, and as Aw 
bijeb was laid to ſleep, before thu 
. calamity of his Fathers Houſe Jun 
* fomerimes the Child may derives 
thoſe diſtempered humours froſt 
its Parent, whictr may prove thi 
occafion''ok 'its death - - though 
God hath promiſed long Life uns 
to them that obey, yet he hathſſco 
never promiſed, that he 'wouldſpe 
not ſometimes as it were, bordſtu 
row good ments natural” lives fin 
and' make” a happy exchange ſur 
making good his promiſe, andſfcz 
anſwering other cnds of his pro-ſſto 


*. * 


vidence, by tecompencing the loſsÞBc 
of a Tem ay withalic granc offſin 
Frernal Life. : | 3 {:@ibs 3» | l 
| When the extraordinary 
means of underftanding Tonguesſſtr 

- , ceaſed, men maderuſe of —_ p 
IR an 
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aujand ordinary methods, to become 
acquainted with Languages, vis, 

nefSchools of Literature, -and indy- 
 tgltrious educations.- 
chy Even ſo- now' the miraculous 
Aways of curing Diſcafes are blocke 
theup, Men are: to apply themſelves 
ſeJunto rational Methods, and fuch 
iveas have the'moſt natural tendency 
prftowards the accompliſhment of 
hetchat end, and the faireſt prof 
glifof probability z 21d they are ſuch 
ns follow, vis. the advice and 
ehcounſel of able, learned, and ex- 
ilMperienced Phyſicians, whoſe' na- 
2Ftural ' abilities are advanced by 
es ingenious education, and their 
e Juniverſal learning confirmed by - 
adfexperience 3 fuch being moſt fit 
o-fſto reQify the diſorders in mens 
>Bodics , who by their enquiry 
pffinto Anatomy, underſtand the 
"particular parts of the fame; and . 
ryſaking notice of the ſcituations, 
esFtrukares and figures of the 
alfÞprings and wheels by which na- . 
1d tuxe 
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- Lure moves, they are the bette 
enabled to regulate her diforder\yne 


motions : And they uaderſiandPic 
ac! 


ing the natures cf Animals, M 
nerals and Vegitables, can th 


more dextrouſly apply fit rem$ 


dies, according unto the fever 


indications of difiempers, ang$ 
* Circumſtances of Patients. 


Phyſitians beſt underſtandin 


the natures of. Air , and Meats 


and Drinks: are beſt able to di 


req to ſuch natural Rules as arf 


moſt conſervative of Realth. 


To ſuppoſe the art of Phyſid 
to be uſeleſs, becauſe it is not in 


fallible, is very unreaſonable 3 fc 
were Phyfitjans infallible, the 
might make men immortal, an 
ſo alter the ſtarute-Laws of He: 
ven, by which the nature « 
man is ſubjected unto death. 
Asin Divinity, the moſ (: 
inſtitutions are inſignificant un 
the Souls of men, if not right| 


xeceived and applied even fo i 
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ttePhylicky the moſt wholeſom Re- 
erfnedies are uſeleſs unto mens Bo- 
ndFies, if not uſed in a right man- 
Miter 3 which chiefly confiſts in 
thgaking the Diſtemper in the be- 
inning, before nature is waſted, 
nd hath loit its helping-hand ; 
ind to perſevere in a regular 
ourſe, until the diftemper be 
ully conquered. 
ﬆ How can men expe the con- 
courſe of a Divine Pleſling to at- 
ſend the advice of ignorant and 
unworthy pretenders unto Phy- 
Wick, or of ſecret hazardous' and 
infPoyſonous M=dicines, which are 
expoſed: unto ſale in every Corn- 
Fer? the directions for the uſe of 
them,being like King David's Let- 
ater by Uriab, to give inſtructions 
' offor the ruine of the Patient. 
The World is full of com- 
Aplaints, of the incffetual appli- 
cation of Medicines; and the true 
cauſe tuercok muſt ariſe from 
I hence, That Men are ſo irrego- 
C | lar 
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- Jaf and prepoſterous in the uſe « 


the lame, 
Many there are in our Week] 
Pills of Mortality, who facritic 
their hives unto their credulityhi 
and deſtroy their Bodies, as we 
as their Souls, by an implici 
Faith. 
' And whatever Medicine | 
gilded over with the pretences'a 
Tare and experienced, is cryed upſ 
and ſwallowed down, when it 
as common in the Shop, as Sa 
and Pepper in a Kitchen. 
Can Men exped& prefervationſu 
when they willingly ſuffer thei 
'Brzins to be beaten out with th 
Bills of Mountebanks ? 
It any Man pretend unto a Sefbu 
' cret, ſome are as readyto pro 
claim it, as if they thought ſom: 
good Ange!, like Mabomets Pig: 
on, whiſpered it in their ear 
when it often proves like Gu 
' powder, and blows. vp thei 
-- Healths. na 
D Ther 
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ſed There are more . dye of fot 
Þlaces in their Heads, than of Ul- 
klfers in their Lungs; and multi- 
ifqtudes dig their Graves with their 
ity thick Skulls. 
well How can men pray for a ,bleſ- 
citing upon the means, when they 
ake ſuch Mungril Phyſitians ad- 
ice, who can ſooner cure all 
S _ than onezeſpecialy in ſuch 
a Nation/as ours is, where there 

ie s fach great variety of able, 
Salſcarned, experienced and conſci- 
ations Phy fitians-? and by the 
ridom of Authority, a Society 

ho Apothecarics eftabliſht, who 

t Wave” demonſtrated unto the 
Vorld their care 'to prevent a- 
Sefſbuſes in Medicines, by ereRting 
rofja publick Elaboratory for -the 
preparation of Chymical Reine- 
paJdics in the moſt exa&t manner z 
arJang uſing all prudential Methods 
nFto prevent deceits in Medicines ? 
ely There is nothing that denomi- 
rates 2 wife Man more, then ufes- , 
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<* that pretended to pull the Thorn 


SR 
ing the beſt and moſt probable 
means to zccompliſh his ends : 
and nothing is more ſubſervient 
unto happy concluſions, than 
_ prudent Counſels; but ſuch is the 
prepoſterous praQice of many a- 
mongſt us, that it may not be 
imprudent to make an addition 
of one caſualty more in our 
Weekly accounts of Mortality, 
vis. ſo many dyed Martyrs unto 
their Phyſitians ignorance they 

taking the advice of ſome broken 
Tradeſman, Disbanded Soldier, 
Bankrupt Merchant, &c. the 
very ſcum of the People, whole 
Receipts prove equally fatal with 
the Jaw-bone of an Aſs; ſuch 
like Evab, or - rather like theſ} 
Serpent, pretending to give that 
which hall be good for Food and 
Phyſick, but in the end beguiling 
Men of their Health, and few 
days after the Patient dyes the 
,death : As the Lyon in the Fable, 


out 
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out of the Lambs foot, but in the . - 

end devoured it. 

The Preſcripts of an able and 
ſafe Phyfitian vpon the File, ex- 
poſed unto the view of the World, 

are more likzly to be attended 
with the. Bletlivg of Heaven, 
than the pretend<d Arcana's of 
ſuch Mungri! Practicers, who are 
glad to make uſe of privacy to 
conceal their ignorance, £ovetouſ- 
nefs, and wickedneſs, and yer 
ſuch is the folly of the vulgar, 
who are more apt to gzze upon a 
Blazing Comet that infeQs the 
Air, and poyſons Men with pe- 
ſtilential vapors » than on the re- 

' gular motion of the glorious Sun, 

- whoſe cheriſhing beams , yield 
light and health unto humane na- 
ture. 

Every -Man is bound by the 
Law of God and Nature, to keep 
the Clayie Cottage of his Body in 
reparaticn :; we being Fecnants at 
the will of our great Landlord in 
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through negleR, leſt we expoſe 
our ſelves unto an inditement at 
the Bar of Heaven, for Dilapida- 
tions, 

One of the moſt: conſiderable 
Moral Rules to be obſerved, in 
order towards the procuring 4 
_ Divine influence with natural Re- 
medies, is rightly to underſtand 
the Divine and Sacred original, 
and primary inſtitution of Me- 
Eicine : Our Bleſitd Saviour, the 
Phyſfitian of Souls, was a Phy 
tian of Bodies, and not only 
commended the good Samaritan 
but acted the part of one through- 


out his own Lite, healing all man- 


ner of ſickneſs and diſeaſes. 

The Angellick Spirits think it 
not inferiour unto their Nature, 
to be infirumental to heal us mor- 
tals, by ſtirring the Pool of Be- 
| thbeſds. 

__. *:,*St, Lake, who was the Evan- 


ww "ON . 
"x, a8: elica 
3 J i id 2 
« > WR" 
5 4 


| theſe Houſes of Earth, we oughte: 
not to let them run to ruline 


' <—_ 's , 
I Hiſtory of our Saviours Palfion 
and Life, was a beloved Phyſiti- 
tianz and the Door of the 
Gentiles preſcribes Wine as a 
chearing Corcial unto his Timo» 
lc thy, under his freguent infirmi- 
INJ ties for his health ſake. | 
43 The holy Prophet reficaing 
e-F upon the deplorable condition. of 
dF the Church, with theavhole Head 
| ſick, and heart faint, full of 
2- woods, bruiſes, -and putiefa> 
x | Rions, being, not bound up, nos 
j* are withy Cinema doth 
y | plainly intimate, how neceſſary 
3] he thought the natural, as well 
- f as the ſpiritual application of fit 
- | Remedics 5 lamenting there was 
no Balm in Gzlead, nor no Phy- - 

t{ litian there. 

| Fothans Parable: may infiruc 


the World, that not only the O- 
live, the Fig-tree and the Vine, 
are- uſeful to chear the heart of 
God and Man ; but alſo the 
C 4 Braroe. ,, 


and wrote d ..* 


.” The defign of Medicines, is 
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Bramble hath a healing virtue in 
forne diſtempers. 


Since the appearznce of the ſe- 


cond A4em, we may cat of every 
Tree in the Garden, acking 1i0 
queſtion for Conſcience fake, the 
earth bcing the Lords, and the 
fulneſs thercof. 

The wonderful work of pro- 
vidence is apparent, in preſerving 


_ the Seminal virtues of Plants in 


the Deluge, when we read not 
of any Szed ſecured in the Ark 2 
The innocent Dove ſhewing a 
Leaf unto the new World, 


preacht a Sermon of Diviric p00d- | 


neſs. 

The Utility of Phyſical Reme- 
dics, 15 not only demonſtrated by 
Chriſtians, but by Jews and Pa- 
Sans. 
lapius, 
Oil, with a Golden Arch, a 


perfect Symbol of Phyfick, de-F 


noting its uſefulneſs and honour. 


not 


In the Temple of Aſcr-f 
there was a Fountain off 
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not to prevent denth ,but El ? 
Life comfortable, and to preſerve - 
Natures-lamp burning, uncil there 
is no' more-Oi] left to feed it; 


that -we may:have the betrer op- 


portunity .to ſecure. our -eternal 
eſtate. 
| Health is the prime wa 


bleſbing, it is the comfort of the 
-Rich, and tae riches of :the-Poor 3 


if it had been to-procure. avy 
thing elſe, that the Wamanin the 
Goſpel ſpent all her_living, ſhe 
migh juſtly have been blameds 
The Son of Syrach: counſels. 


'Men, to honour the Phyſician 


with that honour due unto him 3: 
telling us, God hath created him, 

and hath given Men skill, that 
he- might be honoured in his 


* marvellous works, wich the Me. 
 dicines which he hath created out 


of the earth, to' heal Men, and 


take away their pains. 


Apolb and ZAſcrlapiu; amongſt 
the Greeks -were adored as gods, 
C 5: force 
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' _ -for the excellency of their inven- 
- -tion in Phyick. 
þ St. James placeth our viſiting 
the fick, amongſt the parts of that! 
- pure Religion which is undetiledPÞo 
| bciore God: 3104 
| +» And our blefſed Saviour, 
numbers this Chriſtian Daty a 
mongft thoſe good works, ac 
_ cording unto which, : we ſhall re-Þpn' 
| ceave'our final ſentence. c 
Eon The knotty fiaff; the Serpen 
| the Pinc-Apple, the Dragon, the 
Dog and the Cock, with whichſr 
: the Portraiture of Aſcxlapixe wasf 
-. * beautified, were not inſignificant 
Medicine hath by Barbarousſbr 
Nations, been accounted SacredJLa 
The Pricfts of Mempbis*. wereſkil 
bound co. write in the Templeſtor 
- of Iſis, ſuch Remedies as werejne( 
found effeQual. : © - -. | - > ſha 
The fame Prattice the Gree 
uſed -at- the Temple of Apollo. 
_ authorizing Medicine, by Religi 
On 
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"n, and ctipneg Remediesin- 
) Oracles. 

ng The Jewiſh DoRors. tell us;,. 
atfThat at:the Gateiof theTemple of -© © 
ed Bolomon, there hung, a/long/Ca: 
Jogue of the virtues of all Plants, 
lie&ed by King Solemen him- | 
at 3 fo that i any were fmiitten 
rich any. Dilcaſe, he might. 5 - 
and gather his Remedy; 1114 voi 

- The-holy Prophets! theit de- - 
iptions of -the/Holy-Land; re-* 
weſent the excellency thereof, 
om its - bounding with Trees. 
ehoſe Leaves are good for Medi» 

n Js 5 7 
He who breathed into Man the. 
breath of Life, and by an.eternal- 
dJLaw hath commanded -him nof to 
kill, but enjoyned -him to pray 
or. : his daily Bread, with all: the 
Jnecefſary ſupports. of :this- Lites: 
hath thereby laid an obligation: 
pon him; to uſe all means to: 
; Refi ve both his own.and others: 
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-As the Jews by their particula 
Laws, were conſtrained to be at| 
the charge of cure unto an 
whom they had hurt or injured 
in their bodily health, muc 
more ought men to be concernec 
for their own Health. 

Although we live not by Bread 


. alone, but: by the word: of bleſ: 


ſing out of - the mouth of God; 
yet the blefling is annext untc 
Bread, not unto Stones :- He tha 
ſhall expect to hawe Stones turned 
into Bread, doth not truft but 
tempt his Maker, it being not 
Faith but Fury, to go down by 
a precipice, when Stairs are” ap- 
pointed. 

King Aſe was not reprehended 
for-adviſing with, but for truſi- 
ing: unto his Phyfiri tians, and ma- 
king them his cad, who were but 
means ;. which was recorded to 
iefiruc+ us, that we ſhould uſe 
(MEANS, -AS- if there were no Pro- 
videncez and rely on Provi 
b.” dence 
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dence. as:if there were no Means; 


When the Royal Prophet went - 


againſt Geliah, truſting in- the 
name of the Lord; yet he-made 
uſe of his Sling to: wound his 
Adverſary. 

Holy Fecob ſent a preſent unto 
his Brother, to pacihe his unrea- 
ſonable anger, as well as made 
ſupplication unto the great Peace- 
maker. | 

When Queen Heſter appointed 
a Faſt to implore the protection of 
the God of Heaven, in the behaif 
of the Jews lives 3 She negleQed 
not- to feaſt: the King, - that ſhe 
might the more probably-prevail. 

St. Pauls Mariners could' not 
expect preſervation ( notwith- 
ftanding the ſafety of- their lives 
was promiſed him) except they 
did continue in the Ship: 

The Bodies of 'gocd Men are 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt 
and negleGing the ſame, is re- 


puted- a part of. will-worſhip, 
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386 "nd SS, 
Balaams AG ac doth infiru& the 
World, 
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vrobibieed, 


that a merciful Man 
ſhould be merciful unto his Beaſt; 


how much-ought he rather like. 
the Shanamite woman.. to take a. 


journey to requeſt ' help for a 
Child, whom Death ſeemeth to 
triumph over? 


The Life is more worth than 
meat, and the Body than: Rai-: 


mentz nay, it'S more worth than 
liberty 3 if the Jews had been 
fold for bondmen, they had held 
their peacey as they told the King, 


when their necks had almoſt been 
cutoff af a blow: 


» The Father of Lyes never ſpake 
a i greater truth,than when he ſaid, 
Shin for thin, and all that a man 
bath, will be give for bis life. 
It's a grand-impiety, under a 
tence of Gods Powef,. ta be 
diſobedient unto his Will, in neg» 


JeQRing means of Health ; that's 


toy try what he can do, and yet 
| neg- 
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net adminiſtring, thoſe things 


which are neceſſary far the Body. 
Thoſe Bodies which: are+the 
Members of Chriſt, ought.cohave 
reſpe&' and care: wſed (towards 
them, that they may be more fit 
for the ſervice of the Soul; as 
that which was ſick wasnot:to be 
- offered. in ſacrifice under theLaw, 
fo thoſe who are fick, 'are not fit 
to 'offer Sacrifices under the Go- 
ſpel. : 
The Soul fits uncafie in a diſ- 
caſed Body. Whenithe: Golden 
Bowl is broken, and'the ſound of ' 
the grinding is. low,” and: the 
Pitcher -is broken, at: the Foun- 
tain,and the Wheel broken at the 
Ciſtern 3 then "the Sun, and the 
Moon , | andthe Stars will be 
darkened. too: £4 ; 
King Solomon, whohad a Patent 
granted him bythe King of Hea+ 
ven, toreceive the greateft mea- 
fure of Wiſdom of any. —_— 
xe 


fore or after him, made it his bu- 


0d >, Cen 
1) &: 
- 


by => q 


fineſfs to ſearch into the nature of 


Vegetables, from the talleſt Cedar 


unto the Hy{op that grows out of 
the Wall. Aithough his brow was 
incircled with a glittering Diadem, 
and his Gold was ſo plentitu] as 
to pave his Palace, and he had 
all the delights of the Sons of 


Men, yet. he condeſcended unto.| 


the ſtudy and improvement .of 
Phyfick, and tells us there is a 
time to heal, "3 
Fhe Alnighty Wiſdom acQs 
as it were the part of a good Phy- 


ft:ian, and'tells our Parent Adam, 


that every Herb bearing Seed, was 
good for food, being created for 


the ſervice of Man. 


The Sons of the Prophets had 
a Phyſical intention in gathering 
their Herbs, alchough it was at- 


tended with a miſtake in the na=- 


ture of the Plant; and we find 


that the Watcrs of Marab, were 


-endered-wholiom by the caiting 
In 
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in medicinal ingredients. 
Abab underſtood the uſefulneſs 
of a Garden of Herbs. when he 
ſo greedily coveted Nab-ths Vine> 
yard, oconvert it into the fame. 
The good will of him that 
dwelt in the Buſh, is further de- 
clared vnto mankind, by the ver- 
tue which he hath planted'in the 
leaves and fruit that grow there- 
on being uſeful for. the healing 
of the N:tions, in a natural, as 
well as in a myſtical ſenſe, 

Thoſe perſons who cut vp 
Malorrs by the roots in holy Fobs 
time, could not but underfiand 
their Medicinal virtue. 

A Dinner of Herbs, with E- 
vangelical charity, is preferred 
by Solomon before a cofily Ban- 
quet 5 and thoſe medicinal Herbs 
of Mint, Rhue, Anniſe and Carm- 
min, were ſo much in uſe among{t 
the Jews, that they laid Tithes 
and cuſtomary impoſitions upon 
them. 


It's probable that the bitter 
Herbs, appointed to be eaten 
with the Paſchal Lamb, were not 
only Typical, but alſo Medicinal, 

When the Church would make 
a metaphorical deſcription of all ( 
the external and internal qualif- 
cations of her Beloved, ſhe com- 
pares him to thoſe things which 
are moſt excellent and uſctul, as 
Myrrh, Ales, Caſſia, and all the | 
Chief ſpices. 

' Feſepb uſed Phyſitians of old, 
not only for the recovering of the 
fick, but for the embalming of 
the dead; and the Art of the A- 
pothecary was employed, not on» 
ly to prepare holy Ointments for 
the conſecration of Kings and 
Prieſts, but to compound Medi- 
cines for the reſtoration of inferi- 
or perſons. 

The bleſſed God is pleaſed 
to . ſtile himſelf, The Lord, 
the Phyſician : and the Holy. 


Teſus derives his name from his 
heal- 


So 


> 


; 
| 
| 
? 
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healing nature, -and tells us, that 


the whole have no need of the 
Phyſitian yet they that are fick 
have. And the Holy Ghoſt a(- 
fures us by the Pſalmiſts Pencil, 
that God hath given Medicines to 


| heal mens ſ1ckneſſes. 


The moſt infallible way to have 
our diltempers removed, is to 
endeavour to procure the con 
courſe of a Divine influence, and 
to engage the Soveraign Power 
of that Almighty healer, unto 
whom belongs -the iſſues from 
Death : And this is moſt likely to 
be done by the practice of true 
Religion, from ſuch principles 
which arc Divine and Spiritual. 
The Jews came under a promiſe of 
having their Bread and Water 
bleſſed, and their ſickneſs remo- 
ved, it they harkened unto the 
Divine Statutes, Solomon urgeth 


the conſideration of our Health, - 


as a ſtrong Argument to pro- 
mote holy and religious fear, tel- 
ling 


Fre" < 


| oe-7. 

Nng men, it ſhall be health unto 
their Navels, and Marrow unto 
their Bones, Wiſdom 13 a Tree 
of Life, if men do but eat the 
fruit of .it by the practice of god- 


lineſs, which hath the promile of| 


the Life that now 1s, as wecll as 
of that which is to come, 
Tf men love life, and defire 
many days, and make it their 1e- 
_ to obtain the Divine Wiſ- 
om 3 the way preſcrib:d is to 
defift from evil, and to do good, 
and then length of days, and 
long life, and peace ſhall be added, 
as the wiſeſt of men found by ex- 
perience. 

Yielding ſubjeRiqon unto the 
father cf Spirits, is as ſure a way 
to obtain the blefſing of long Life, 
as obedience unto . our natural 
Parents; for there is a Command 
with a Promiſe annexed unto 
both : and we find Life in the In- 
ventory of the Chriſtians Goods, 
when it was drawn up by the 
great 
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great DoGor of the Gentiles. 
Picty ſecures men very often 
from the power of evil Angels, 
who many times receive commitl- 
ton to infli& corporal diftem- 
pers; it defends from the ſtroke 
of humane juſtice, by warning 
men of thoſe flagitious impietics 
which expoſe them unto the pe- 
naltics of human Laws; as Mur- 

ders, Thefts and Rapine. 
Morcover, Religion preſerves 
Men from the terrours of an evil 
Conſcience, which makes them 
oftentimes waſh their hands in 
their own Blood. And Virtue 
greatly preſerves Life, as it teach- 
eth temperance and moderation in 
the uſe of Meats and Drinks. 
The circumſtantial aQions of Pi- 
ety, are very influential towards 
the lengthening the lives ot Men. 
The ſweet ſleeps of temperate 
perſons, and their freedom from 
violent and enraged paſſions , 
with-the admirable contentment 
| that 


Ss 4 -- 4 

chat dwells in a holy Conſcience | 

cheſe make the Lamp of Life burn $1 

clear and long. | 

The In{piredPenman frequently | 
| 
\ 


preſcribes Religion, as'an Anti 
dote againſt immature death, be- 
ing a dire& enemy unto fin, 
which brought in'ſickneſs at the } 
' firſt. "2 

 Andit is not difficult to under= [x 

ſtand, that as immorality deſtroys ſr 
* Soul and Body, and the tingings [u 

of a guilty mind torment both 3 $\ 

ſo Picty and peace of mind, pre- ['s 

ſerves and relieves both Soul and Fc 
Body 3 for the Soul doth as well $1 
conduce unto the prolongation of ſt] 
the Body in natural Life, as unto [þ 
its immortality in eternal Life 3b 
| and the Body hath the perfeRion 
|. of Life, vis, Health, from - the |S 
, Soul, as well as Life it ſelf, Ji 

Dying unto fin, ts an excellent JL 
means to preſerve Life, if Men fn 
would try the experiment, and |d 
| indeayour to procure the Divine 
| he Prc- 


Sp ] 
Providence to be their Lifegard, 
We live by the word of blefing, 
out of the mouth of God, every 
command if. obſerved, like food 
and Phyſick, it tends unto the 
lengthening our natural lives, as 


| well as our ſpiritual. 


When the great preſerver of 
Men withdraws his protection, 


we are expoſed unto the malig- 
nant Aſpect of the Planets, and 


unto the fatal contingencies of 


3 IWars and Battels, and are endan- 


gered by every accident ; The 


duſt of a Wheel, the fall of a 


Tile; the largeneſs of a Morel, 


the tinevenneſs of a Stone, the 


plenty of a Humour,may ftop our 
breath, 

The Divine favour is the beſt 
Screen to ſhelter Men from the 
innumerable accidents of human 
Life, in which we are every mt- 
nute ſurrounded with aThouſand 
deaths. _ a 

And although we uſually rc- 
pute 
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pute old age, a young deaths be 
cauſe ſuch are furrowed by t 
Plow of time, and ſcem to have 


L 
Jt] 
I 


as it were beſpoke a grave yet it]z 


is as natural for youth todye, as 
age, being more common, anc 
having more natural cauſes, and 
being more near death, upon fata 


and leſs diſcerned accounts, by & 


ſudden Fever, or Apoplex : In 
deed a Conſumptive perſon ſeems 
to be markt out for the .mortal 
wound ; but one in health may 


be ſuddenly ſurprized by an a 


cute diftemper, which. proves 

Beſom of deſtruction to Three 
parts of Adams Races to dye of 
age is a very rare thing, but the 
ſins of youth are the immediate 
infiruments of death : ſome vices 


carrying a Knife jn their handy 


cut off Man before his time, lop- 
ping of fome branch from our 
ſhort Liſe. 


The pleaſing gratifications Of 
ſenſe, walk hand in hand with 
Death, 


t 
IaVe 
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be Death, and nh oe mortals, as 


Jthe Waves of the Univerſal D-- 
luge did the Poſterity of Cazn 3 


et ſand though they went from one 


JET: 
anc 

and 
ſata 


dy 4 


Story unto another, higher and 
higher, yet it laſt they Were O- 
verflowed : The wages of fin i 
death, and may as juſtly be paid 
in the Morning as in the Evening 
of our days, 

Although Temperance doth not 
| always prove an Antidote againſt 


| the Peftilence, nor Abſtinence- a 


preſervative againſt Famine 3 yet 
they are likely means. 
We live not at an adventure, 


\ but the manner and moments of 
4 our Death came under a Divine 
1 appointment z the Jews could 
J not prejudice the life of the Loxd 
| of Life, until his hour was come, 


viz. that hour which by Divine 
Wiſdom, was appointed to be 
his laſt hour 3 asit is appointed to 


| men once todye, ſo alſo when to 


dye. | 
D Bat 
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minations concerning our live 
ſhould not leſſen our care to pre 
_. ſerve them. . TOs a Turkiſh Plp 
Cipleg to dream, that becauſe t 
manner8& moment of Mens deat 
are appointcd, therefore it's v: 
nity and folly to arm our ſelves 


But yet the over-ruling deter Is 


or Antidote our Bodics againf 


the injuries of War, and aſſault 
of Diſcaſes, 

It muſt be a confcſt verity 
That every natural motion hath 
its beginning, duration, and Pe 
riod, dependant on the will © 


the firſt Motor. Now the life of} 


Man being a natural motion, out 
Nativity and Death, are both or 
dered by that Omnipotent Agent 
in whom we live and move, and 
have our being. 

The Life of Man conſiſting in 
a requiſite harmony of qualitic 
and in a proportionate commix 
ture of the natural heat, and ra 
dical moiſture 3 which harmony 


py way FY £3 5 


C 73 ] | 
etexJis More or leſs, according unto 
ivedſhe more exquiſite temperature of 
preſBody, afligned unto each ſingle 
rinjP<rſon, by the free diſpenſation 

e(Jot the Divine will 3 it muſt fol- 

arhdlow, that the continuance'of eve- 
valry Man in this natural life, de- 

ved pends upon the pleaſure of him 
ing who hath determin'd our days, 
ultJand numbered our Months, and 
ſet our bounds which we cannot 

ity] paſs without his leavez who gave 
atl vs the durability of our tempera- 
Pe4 ments, and are compaſi by our 
| of Period, within the circle of his 
- of, Providerice. 
oud But to imagine the Life of Men 
or fixed, beyond the pollibility of 
nt] being prolonged or ſhortened by 
nd an Almighty Pleaſure , feems 
highly unreaſonable, he having 

io} Kept a power in his own hand: 

ies) to lengthen or ſhorten as he pleat 
ix th. A Man may live out all hi: 
ra] time, who. wickedly ſhortens hi 
own 3 and may be permitted ec 
D 2 di; 
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.do thoſe forbidden acts, whic 
inevitably tend unto his own de C 
-..fruction. The Iſraelites mur}: 
muring,anticipated theirfunerals 
and buricd them in the Wilder 
neſs, notwithſtanding their pr04g 
miſe of ſecing Canaan. 

The impiety of the old world[ , 
ſent a watery calamity, which po * 
tibly might have been preventeq, 
had their repentance been as viſi 
ble as that of Nimeveh was, who 
were reprieved from Execution, 
after the ſentence of Death ſeem'd], 
paſt upon them, upon the expi4, 
ration of Forty days. | 

Sin brought Death at firſt; and 
as fin increaſed, fo death came 
nearer by Five hundred years, 
After the flood, men finned fiill, 
and built Caſtles in the Air, and 
then Death came nearer by 
Three hundred years; and by 
Moſes's time a great part of that 
remnant is pared away, and 
Threeſcore and ten is the Period, 
Had 
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Had offended Juſtice gone on fill 
to ſhorten our days, as men in- 
creaſed-in fin, our Life by this 
time had not been a day long 
and therefore he no longer de- 
ſroys-the kind, but puniſheth the 
individual; and ſets it down 2s a 
ſtanding rule, That evil ſhall lay 


Ithe wicked, and he ſhall not live 


out halt his days. 

We cannot obſerve one in Five 
hundred arrive at that age 
which they might attain unto by 
the courſe of nature, but end 
their days in folly, and in a peri- 
od which ſeems to be appointed 
m anger 3 from Surfeiting pro- 
ceeds deſolation of M<mbers, re- 
laxations of Nerves, frackury of 
Bones, inflamations of the Blood, 
crudities of Stomach, befhdes the 
uncleanly conſequence of Luft, 
which like a Dart ſtrikes through 
the Liver, and hunts for the pre- 
cious Life. * 

The Supreme Architecor; hath 
B 2 com 
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inevitably tend unto his own dey, 


ſtruction. The Iſraelites mur{; 


muring anticipated theirfunerals 
and buried them in the Wilder 
neſs, notwithſtanding their proq, 
miſe of ſccing Canaan. 

The impiety of the old world! 
ſent a watery calamity, which poly, 
Aibly might have been preventeq 
had their repentance been as vil 
ble as that of Nineveh was, who 
were reprieved from Execution, 
after the ſentence of Death ſeem'd 
paſt upon them, upon the expl- 
ration of Forty days. 

Sin brought Death at firſt; and 
as fin increaſed, ſo death came 
nearer by Five hundred years, 
After the flood, men ſinned £ill, 
and built Caſtles in the Air, and 
then Death came nearer by 
Three hundred years; and by 
Moſes's time a great part of that 
remnant is pared away, and 
Threeſcore and ten is the Period. 
Had 
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Ny" Had offended Jufiice gone on i!! 
0 ſhorten our days, as men in- 
ſe creaſed -in fin, our Life by this 
d : time had not been a day long 
and theretore he no longer de- 
Afroys:the kind, but puniſheth the 
or individual; and ſets it down 2s 2 
( ſtanding rule, That evil ſhal! lay 
the wicked, and he ſhall not live 
we out half his days. 
= We cannot obſerve one in Five 
hes hundred arrive at that age 
_ which they might attain unto by 
mn the courſe of natare, but end 
<P! their days in folly, and in a peri- 
od which ſeems to be appointed 
m anger from Surfeiting pro- 
ceeds deſolation of Members, re- 
axations of Nerves, fractury of 
Bones, inflamations of the Blood, 
crudities of Stomach, beſides the 
uncleanly conſequence of Luft, 
which like a Dart ſtrikes through 
] the Liver, and hunts for the Pre- 
cious Life. - 
ode] The Supreme Architector; hath 
B 2 com 
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compoſed our Bodies like Eamps PV 
and to ſupply the Oil conſumedpn 
by the flame, hath given us appe-Pl« 
tites of Hunger and Thirſt, withPr« 
the addition of Reaſon to guidepin 
our appetites, and the RevelationÞY) 
of his Will to dire& our Reaſon ;Þ! 
But if men through the deprava-P10 
tion of nature, and the predomi-Þt 
nance of temptation, ſuffer theiz< 
Appetites to dethrone their Rea- 
ſon, and give way unto intemePP4 
perance and other immoralities,ſ{3 
which have a tendency to extin-ſ! 
guiſh natures Lamp, by corrupt-P{ll 
ing the Oil, or ſpilling it, oro! 
blowing out the flame; thenſ4 
| they may juſily expe& to be cut 
off in the midſt of their days"! 
and to dye before-their time, be-ſh« 
ing made a facrifice unto theirſcY' 
overmuch wickedneſs. 

On the contrary, we may takeſob 
notice, That Faith and Obedi-J"4 
ence, like the Tree of Life in Pa: T 


radice, not only ſacramentally|<© 
| but 


1ps,þut really. conduce unto Health 
nedpnd long Life, fo far as it is a 
pe-fpleſling ; and this it doth by im- 
ith pos our food with the 
idefinCcture of a Divine Benedicionz 
jonÞþy meliorating our conſtitutions, 

n ;#1d infuſing wholelom diſpoſt- 
va-ftions in the Air, and favourable 
ni-linfluences in the hoſt of Hea- 
elfVens 

ca} It is probable, that the Prophet 
me[Þaalam's wiſh to dye the death of 
es,fihe righteous, did not only in- 
in-Klude his being ſaved at laſt, but 
pt-falſo that he might come to his 
orfGrave in a good old Age with his . 
enſfathers in peace,. and might not 
tbe cut off like the Moabztes, and 
ys other Natiogs, who peziſht in 
ze their wickedneſs befote his 
eir EYES» | 

Some of the Jewiſh Rabbins - 
kejobſerve, that not. a Son dyed of a 
li-Joatural death before his Father for 
a-{Three thouſand years 3 but the 
y,jcourſe of Nature was obſerved, 
ut D:- 4; and: 


and he that was born firſt, dyed 
hrlt , until Terah's time, who 
was the firſt that taught the Peo- 
ple to mzke Images of Clay, and 
to corrupt Divine worſhip with 
Idolatryz and as a puniſhment 0 
his {:n. his Son Hiraz was ſnatcht 
away bcfore him, 

Daring the MRtanding of the 
ſecond Temple, there were Three 
hundred high Prieſts; but whilſi 
the firſt flood, there were but 
Eighteen, which ſtood within Ten 
years as long as the ſecond their 
wickedneſs ſhortened their days : 
The Male Heir of Eli*'s Family, as 
{ſoon as born, dycd for many gene- 
rations ; ſo that an old Man could 
not be ſcen of his Poſterity, ac- 
cording unto a Divine fen- 
ENCE, 

The addition of Fifteen years 
unto Hezekia%s days, was the 
reſult of Divine favour 3 but not 
without ſignal demonſtrations of 
, Ds repentance. 

The 


The Anticnt Patriarchs indeed 
out-lived all their Titles of con- 
ſanguinity ;z yet obſervable it is,. 
thit none lived a compleat Thou- 
ſand years, which polhibly might 
be to accompliſh the threatning 
unto Adam, That the day he cat 
the forbidden fruit he ſhould dye, 
computing a day for a Thouſand 
years:But a more probableReaſon 
ſeems to be, to demontirate unto 
Man, The vanity of Life ; when 
thoſe who lived longeſt, could 
notarrive at that period, which 


| compared with Gods eternity, is 


bura day, All things being con- 
tdered, it may be eſteemed a 
mercy , that ſo much of Mans 
Life is pared away in theſe laſt 
days, wherein ſo much of Hea- 
ver. is diſcovered, that it would 
pat a holy Souls patience hard to 
it, to know ſo mach of the upper 
Worlds glory, and <o be kept fo 
long from it, as the Fathers in 
the Primitive times werez for 
D 5 ths 
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the moſt pompous entertainmentsÞ! 
in this Life, are but the good 
Mans Croſſes, becauſe they de- 
tain him from his.Crown. 

It M:n would have naturalRe- ; 
medies prove <ffeualzthey oughtÞ® 
to indeavour to findout the moralÞ® 
as well as the natural cauſe of Di-P! 


l( 


 fGiempers. Hypocrates adviſethPhy4" 


fittans to fſ-arch if there be not 

ſomething Divine in Diſeaſes, 
The living Man ſeldom com" 
plains, without giving his Miker* 


" acauſe to infli& puniſhment 3 forf® 


the righteous Judg doth not af4 
fit willingly, nor grieve the! 
Children of Men, There is ſome 
Babyloniſh Garment that hath in+|® 
fecd the Body with Leprofie, l 
and cauſed the Fhorn in the 
eſh. - J 
When the Rod utters its voice” 


.K is to admonith Men to ſcarch c 


iato the difi@npers of their Mind 

a5 well as of thcir Bodies 3 and|* 

they are fed with the Bread - 
ga 


entslition, and with the Water of” 
ood)dverlſity, to cure the Tympany 
EF = Pride, the Fever of Paſſion, 
id the Droply of Covetouſneſs. 
Re.[he Plague in the Body, is ſome- 
\oh times ſent to cure the Plague. in 
orafſbe Heart ph is that root of 
Dji.pitterneſs, from whence all ous 
y.jroubles in the fleſh ſpring up. 
not Men, like Baalam, arc apt to» 
ſes, ſtrike the Beaſt, the external in- 
>m.ſirument that hurts themz but: 
kerſever mind the Angel that ftands 
fn the way with a drawn Sword, 
affwhich cauſed that inftrument to 
th anurt, 
me There are many happy intenti- 
::.40nS Divine goodneſs aims at, in 
Ge ||aying Diſeaſes upon mens Bodies. 
the Holy Fob doth not attribute the 
loſs of his Children unto exter-- 
cs1nal canſes,. but acquieſſeth iu the 
.ch|diſpoſal of Divine Wiſdom 5: - 
ds knowing they might be removed: 
naſt0 Exercife his Patience, The- 
of ſickneſs of Lazarus whom Chriſt: 


at- loved, 


_ cunlideration clivated the holy 


ores: was not #208 for his 
death: only, but that Divine Mer- 
cy might have the honour of re- 
itoring him. 

The fickneſs of Epaphroditus, 
in whieh he was brought nigh un- 
co death, occaſioned the thanks 
of: many to be returned in his be 
half. | 

Men have then great Reaſon to 
bleſs the Lord with their Souls, 
:nd with all that is within them, 
:0 praiſe his holy Name, when 
ke healeth all their Diſeaſes : This 


foul of King Hezekza, and trans 
ipcr:cd him intoa Divine Doxo- 
102 Ys b 

When Men have received the 
ſentence of Death in themſclves, 


ind ae miraculouſly delivered 


trom going down to the Grave, 


then have they cauſe to praiſe the 


ord in the great Congregation, 
and toutter their Songs unto the 


God of their lives, 
The 


OY | w_ 
- The fick Bed is the attiring! 
Room of the Grave, ih which 
Men ſhould be preparing them- 
ſelves for the ſolemnities of their: 
Funerals, By lingering diftem- 
pers Men are gradually putting: 
ofFtheir vail of fleſh, to be cloath- 
cd upon with that houſe which is 
from Heaven. 

Sickneſs is theMonitor of mor- 
talty, and makes Men Jearn to 
know their end, and gives them 
a ſenſible proſpe& of that Houſe 
appointed for all living, leading 
Men by the hand unto their long. 
NOmMes. 

Diſeaſes are ſent to unravel hn- 
mane nature, cauſing Death wo 
work in us,unti} it hath wrought 
our health, and firength , and 
eaſe, and lite, and it ſelf away. 

Divine firength 1s many times 
made perfect in corporal weakneſ- 
ſesz and one great defign of the 
ſame, is to adminiſter an oppor- 
tunity cf expericnce unto the 

” plous 
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nternal ſuccours 
and ſupports, ſtrengthning upon 
the Bed of languiſhing, and ma- 
king its Bed in its ſickneſs, 

When the fleſh and the heart is 
ready to fail, and the waves and 
billows of Diſeaſes and pains paſs 


over mens Bodies, fo that they -. 


are even ſinking with deſpair; 
then the viſication of Heaven pre- 
ſerves their ſpirits, and make 


them forget .their pains, by giv-. 


ing a proſpect of endleſs plea- 
ſures, 
Sometimes the ſacriticing-knife 


is laid upon the neck of an 1ſ22c ,- 


to try whether the indulgent Pa« 
rent will prefer the life of his na- 
tural Son. before the Will of his 
Heavenly Father. - 

And the immature death of a 
Child, is intended to call the Pa- 
rents: fins to remembrance; and 
fometimes to try the Parents pa- 
tience, as might be exemplified 


- from facxed Records. 


The 


The way to have fickneſ&remo-- 
ved is not only to uſe natural Re-. 
medies, but alſo Spiritual and Di- 
vine; by imploring the help of 
that great Phyſitian, who was 
Typited by the Brazen Serpent 3. 
which it Men did more frequent- 
| ly praice,. they would ſooner be 
healed , both of the ſting and 
pain of ſickneſs. 

It well becomes the moſt holy 
Soul, at the point of Death, to 
abound with an, O- ſpare me, 
that 1 m3y recover ſtrength, for 
the Hand of Omnipotence can 
reachMens maladies fromHeaven, 

and his Word can heal their (ores. 
| When Men are bidden: to go- 
up into the Mounc, as it were of 
a ſick Bed, and dye; it highly 
concerns them to enquire, where- 
fore Divine goodneſs contends 
with them. 

When the inward man is re- 
newed by the dccay of the out= 
ward, 6 mens great proyocations : 
are | 


OM OW) 
_ are abRed, by their being ſmittenſcv 
_and touched in their Bone 6 theirſC0 
' Fleth3 then the Almighty returnsÞnc 
and receives them, according un-fcn 
to the days, wherein they have[W 
been afflicted with pain and an-C3 
euiſh, 
Sickneſs many times receives a JD 
commillion, to continue uniil|m 
Mens eycs are open, to ſee it was [th 
their own wickedneſs that cor- ri 
rected them 3 an#from thence to [t? 
infcr how evil and bitter a thing 
es.to foriake the Fountain of | t! 
living water, and to ſeek out |» 
broken Ciſterns. 

Complaining Mortals being ſen- 
ſible that there is no ſounaneſs in 
their fleſh,nor reſt in their Bones; 
and *they. obſerve the cauſe to 
ſpring from Divine anger, occaſi- 
oned by their finfu! milcarriages : 
and from thence come to receive 

" correction , then the Diſtemper 
receives a Commilhon to depart. 
HK languiibing. Patients cait 'a 
{cycre 
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ttenfevere eye upon the Plagacs the 
heirfconſumptions, the Infamartiors, | 
Irnsþnd* extream burnings, that at- 
un-ftend as Pages upon their Pride, 


ave 
an- 


Wantonnelſs, Iatemperance, and 
Carnality, and' it producethy 
an awful fear of offending the 
Divine Majeſty, and a ſtri& com- 
mune with their hearts upon 
their ſick beds 3 fo that their ſpi- | 
rits make a diligent ſearch into 
the cauſes of their diftempers : 
Then they find a rebuke to attend 
their Diſeaſes, and:they are made: 
whole, 

A great deſign of fickneſs it is, 
to wean the minds of Men from 
their fondneſs of temporary in- 
joyments, to take them off from 
laying the foundation of their 
happineſs upon finite fantaſies, 
and to convince thems what in- 
conſiderable rhings their Beauty, 
Honour and Strength are ,, which 
a luwp of Phlegm, or a blaſt of 
Wind can take from them. 

- When 


When ſickneſs makes men liſten 
unto the ftriking of the Clock of 
time with greater attention, and 
ExCites their endeavours to ren- 
der Death a ſtingleſs Serpent; 
then the great part of the cure is 
performed. 

Men being brought low by 
the manifold infirmities ef hu- 
mane nature, and knocking as it 
were at the gates of the Grave, 
by tortures and agonies of Body : 


It becomes a principle of the 


higheſt prudence, to look up un- 
to the everlaſting Hillsz from 
whence comes their help it be- 
ing the ſame hand that wounded, 
that muſt heal. | 

The blow of the heavy hand 
of Heaven, prelling men fore 3 
ſo that a Man might read the ſen» 
tence of death in ſome mens fore- 
heads, written in the lines of a 
lingering Diſeaſe : The difhcult 
motion of their Lungs to ſuck in 
Air, being like a paſling Bell, 


{ound- - 
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and the ſtriking of their, uneven. 
Pulſe, too much reſembling the 
digging of their Graves: Yet in 
this diſconſolate caſe, the fervent 
effetual Prayer of a righteous 
Man hath prevailed much. | 
The Arrows of the Almighty, 
772, Diſeaſes, fly thick in the 


World, and are ſhot ſometimes 


into our Lungs, and ſometimes 
into our Joynts and Hearts, and 


| do givedcnomination unto raſhes 


ous Diſtempers 3 and they fic 
faſt, until they are pulled out by 
an Omnipotent hand. 

When mens wounds fiink and 
are corrupt, and they are made to 
poſſeſs months of vanity, weary= 
ſome nights being appointed un- 
to them; and they feem, as It 
were, to be ſpitting away their 
lives, notwithſtanding all Reme- 
dies have been uſcd;yet at laſt up- 
on an humble ſupplication unto. 


the blefſed Jeſus, unto whom be- 
_ long 


ſounding continually in their ears; 


F <6 
pf the ifſues from Death, and 
whoſe Power is the ſame now in 
Heaven as when he was on Earth, 
there comes a Reprievez many a 
Man lofing Lite, for want of 


asKing it at his hands, who would 


grant it, if invited to our Bed- 
ſ:de by forvent Prayers. 
TheReaſon whyRemedies prove 
ſo often incfletva',is, becauſe men 
negle& to act faich and a holy 
confidence in a Divine power 3 
which it they did but touch the 
very hem of its garment, their 
Faith would keep them from 
fainting. 


When men are cat down and 


diſquieted by pains and ficknel- 
ſes3 then to hope in him who is 
the health of th-ir countenance, 
and in quietneſs and confidence 
they will find their greateſt 
ftrength. 
To humble our ſelves under 
the mighty hand of God, is the 
Way to haſten our cure, and to be 
- EX= 


[! 


[exalted to health in his Jae  - 


fates their Talamity, it being far 
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When God reſolves to- make 
men ſick with ſmiting them, they 
ought to beware of murmuring, 
and impatience, which exaſper- 


more advantageous towards reco- 
very, patiently to hope, and qui- 
ctly to wait for the ſalvation of 
Ged for they that wait upon 
the Lord, have a promiſe that, 
they ſhall renew. their ftrengths, 
and be ſaved, if they continue in 
Faith and patience : a meek and 
quict ſpirit underall chaſtiſements, 
being a great ornament, and a 
great advantage towards reco- 
Very» 

The Image of the Goddeſs 4# 
gerina, was with a Muffler at her 
mouth, placed at the Temple of 
Volupia, ſignifying, that pleaſure 
ſhould be their portion who bare 
ſickneſſes with patience, filence, 
and ſubmiſſion. 

The way to be recoventd _ 

Che 
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. ficknels, and, to procure the Dl] 
vine influence, is, to be thank+| yp 
ful for the leaſt mitigation off ax 
pain 3 like the fingle Leper, ree| jt 
turning to give thanks, before] th 
there is a perfe@ recovery. tic 
But when Men inſtead of offer-|;y 
ing their gifts and ſacrifice off c 
praiſe unto the Divine Majeftyſ ch 
upon their recovery, as the Jews {gc 
were commanded todo under thef nj, 
Law ; like Feroboam, grow worſe] 
after his hand was withered: This| ce 
is a ſpeedy way to fall into a mor«{ eq 
tal relapſe, and to have temporal 
pains uſher in eternal torments. | ye 
Were it poſſible for a Man tofan 
ſtand upon one of the Batclements|gp 
of Heaven, and with one glanceſ},, 
of his eyc to behold all _ theſþ, 
wounds ayd Diſeaſes, and to hearſ 
all the groans and complaints off jj, 
dying and diſeaſed mortals; How pr 
would the blethi-g of Hzalth bel a: 
prized by ſuch a one ? "ſo 
A lack Bed, is an uncafie place, | 4j 
when 


C991. 
14 when a Man is tolling to and fro, 
K-[ until the dawning of the day 


Oll and when it is night, wiſhing that * 


Cel it wereday; and when it is day, 
I that it were night ; uſing muta- 
[tion inficad of Medicines, and 
Tl imploying time in telling the 
oil Clock, and entertaining melan- 
iy] choly Dreams, and ſad apprehen=- 
NSIHfions of the blackneſs of the 
night 3 but one way to be freed 
le from theſe calamiitous circumſtan- 
5] ces, is to uſe our Health for the 
I-Tends for which it was given. 
all A miſtgke which often proves 
very deſtructive unto the lives 
(Ofand healths of men, is a vulgar 
opinion, That Witches, Wizards, 
Chand other cunning perſons, can 
XI by aDiabolical confederacy foretel - 
af the deaths and periods of mens 
off lives; and if ſo, How can Virtue 
W] prorogue, or Vice abreviate mens 
YI days? Unto this it may be an- 
ſwered, That Satan may fome- 
times give intelligence anto ſome 
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are his Oracles, yet hisknowledgig: 
is but conjecural, or at moſt bl * 
knows futurities only as they apþabl 
pear in their precedent Cauſ{pi 
both natural and moral. CO! 
Suppofing it were the Devil iqwt 
SamuePs Mantle, that did foretgſon 
the preciſe time of Saul!'s death Jhat 
yet it doth not imply the abſolutgfor 
certainty of the. Devils predidiſpai 
on, or the fatal neceſlity of Saul'{M; 
death : It was eaſie to ſpeak as hftif1 
did, there bing all the forerunſha 
ners of his approaching ruine vigvi) 
ſible in the Cauſes; for Davi of 
was anointed King, and Say{mt 
grew worſe and worſe, conſalteqdic 
with a Witch , and the Batte 
drew near, and what could bfeſt 
expected, bit his overthrow anq w' 
death? : Le 
Tf it ſhould be granted, thaf th 
the lying ſpirits in the mouth o 
Abatb's Prophets, did foreknow| ev 
his Death 3 it might be only fron th 
*their obſervation, that he went 
| * againſi 


d&gainft. a [Divine command, 
b4 Theretore i's- highly unceaſon- 
appvlec, to give heed unto ſeducing 
{Fpicits, and DoGrines of Devils, 
conſulting with the god of Ekbron, 
iqwhen there is a God in Iſrael, 
:telome mens curioſities in this kind, 
h Jhath coſt them their lives, being 
atfforbidden ſuch praGices upon 
Ziſpain of damnation. What wiſe 
{Man would ſo far violate his Bap- 
hitiſmal Covenant «@ wherein - he 
njhath engaged to forſake the De- 
vidvi) ) as togo unto the” deſtroyer 
vidol *mankind, or unto his infſtru- 
24 ments, for life- -preſerving Reme- 
edgics ? 
te Such a one is guilty of the bigh- 
b{eſt Idolatry, and falls down to 
nq worſhip the Devil , whom his 
Lord and Maſter reje&ed with 
"af the greateſt indignation, 
of Magicians indeed uſe charms, 
q evil ſigns, and good words, 
mn the better to deceive the ij ignorant; 
nf and herein being Gods Ape, for + 
{> | E as: 
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”  -as hehath made a Covenant witſRe3 
-his, and hath appointed figns andthe 
ſcals, upon the faithful uſe oÞix 
which, he is preſent to performhay 
what he hath promiſed : So thgro! 
'Devil makes a covenant withpar 
"Wizards, upon which he hatighe: 
: given ſigns and tokens, That ifW« 
7 they uſe the one, hee'l performſ:v 
- the other, wit 

Some credulous minds are fqCir 
Dexible, as to be poſſeſſed withthe 
tranſporting fears of the dangerthi 
,of their clymaterical year; as ithc 
'the number Seven and Nine hadM- 
-in them ſomething ſacred, beqny 
cauſe Pythagoras and ſome Phyloſte 
fophers dreamed ſo : But there igmc 
no ſolid foundation for ſuch unjme 
reaſonable Thantafiesz we Chriſtiſing 
ans having a more fure word offTe 
Prophecy 3 which indeed diredygan 
us to.number our days, but notfda 
to compute our days by numbers,th 
ſo as to fix their period at ſuch aþve 
-number, There may be as good[ hu 
Rea- 
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ictſReafon . given for the obſerving: 
ndqhe numbers, One, Three, Four; 

Pix and Ten; fo- that ſhould we- 
rmſhave Reaſon to perplex aur minds 
thgcom hence; our fears would be 
ithamberleſs: For what although 
athfthere were Seven wonders of the 
t ifWorld, Seven Gates of Thebes, 
rmPÞ2ven Stars in Vrſa major, Seven 
viſe men of Greece, and Seven 
{QCircles in the Heavens; and are 
iththere not certain numbers of all 
zemthiag5 in nature? Anau what” 
s ifhough Ariſtorle, Eraſmns, Luther, 
adM-lancthon,  Alexaxder, and ma- 
24ny others dyed in their Clyma- 
lofRerical year? have not many 
 iFmore dycd in other years ? Mcſes 
n{mentions a year of danger, differ-. 
ting from all theſe ; and that is 
offTen times Seven, or Seventy 3 
2gand that muſt needs be of greateſt * 
otfdanger, which is the period of all 
s,Ithe reſt, and feweft ſafely paſs 0- 
aþver; which is ſct as a bound to 
2d] humane nature. 
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> Temuft be a!confeſtwerity, Thaton 
"Seven years makes great aleraCini 
tions in human Bodies; and weſth: 
may be faid once in'that ſpace, toſou 
lick new Bodies off our French St: 

ers: But to give Numbers the 
Key of the Grave, is ridiculous|he: 
Our periods depend more onſ<0! 
ations, than figures:; andſfer 
men contraQed their lives intoſ{an 
the wicked mans abridgment, by EX: 
ſms, not years, | the 
- Tt was taken for granted in|ha' 
Fob's days, That the Candle of Be 
the wicked is often put out, and] ye! 
the number of his. Months cut off we 
in the midſt; . <- am 
Moreover, we.-may take notic4 WC 
of ſome, who dream that the pe gin 
riod of thcir.days, depends morg fan 
upon the malevolent influence off fan 
a Planet, than upon any particu} : 
tar Providence: A bcelick very wt 
contrary to the. Articles of thq.fuc 
Chriftian Faith, To imagine ay att 
Aftr2logical neceility impoſed up the 
—_ , O | 
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affon tibia | 686 bit heh 
adJinfluence of cexleftial Bodies ; and 
re hae the manner: and moment of 
cojour deaths,. depends upon the - 
bd Stars, * | 
hd It is = known crath., Phat the 
is] heavenly Bodies. do operate, acz 
njcording to the'varicty of the mat- 
id]ter upon (which they are conver- 
tollant 3 and we may obſerve in the - 
wcxperiment of Twins born under 
the ſame Planet; although -they - 
in have the- principle of ſeminality, 
of Bed of nature, and time of birth; 
4 yet they differ in ſex, complexion, 
ff wealth and death, as in the ex- 
ample of Eſau and fFacoh, It 
J would be very ſtrange, to ima- 
4 gine that all that are {lain in the 
rd ſame Battel, were born under the. 
off fame Aſcendent. - 
1 So that the proper Reaſon, 
ry why ſuch a Child is irong, and 
1d. fuch a one weak, it's rather to be: 
attributed to the complexion of 


] the-Parents, than the influence of - 
E.2, the: - 
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Milk, than to the via -laGea-; and 
the Reaſon why iuch a one was 


Horoſcope was direc to Saturn , 
but becauſe the Gun wagdireged 


chievous-cffed&s of. our fit nati= 
VItICS. 

It is ſtrapge to obferve the 
groundleſs fears that ſome lye un» 
der, from Planetary influences, 
and Dog-ſtars., which neither 
bark nor bite in our climatesz 0- 

' mitting (caſonable Remedies, for 
fear of figns which are inſgniti- 
cant 3 i.ore regarding an antick 
Picture in their Almanacks, than 
the beginning, ſtate, and decli. 
nation of the Diſeaſe. -. 

To ſuppoſe Diſcaſes to be meer- 


Mens bodies, and not the inflicti- 


acts 


Wh a nsz to hs" Mithers 
ſhot to death, was not becauſe his. 


to him - Beſides, cuſtom. educa-. 
tion, example, alter naturez and: 
our ſecond-births, divert the miſ- | 


ly the' reſults of natural cauſes in- 


|. ons of a Power, who ſometimes:  |« 
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5s a great miltake 3 for there are: 
ome Diſeaſes which-feem to have. 
o dependance upon the chain of: 
.cond cauſrs. The Jews were 
hreatned-awith ſome Diſeaſes 
hich ſhould not be cured by na-- 
ural means 3 even wonderful 


Plagues of long continuancez and: 


any. inftances of Diſeaſes in- 
iced by ſupernatural agents, as. 
Angels and Spirits, who difturb- 
the humours, and raiſe ſtorms. 
and tempeſts in Mens Bodies, as: 
well as in the Air. 

An evil Angel 2MidQted Sax. 
ich ſtupendious melancholy, and 
oly Fob with painful Boils, and. 
bowed a Daughter of Abrabaw 
Eighteen years: When an Omni-: . 
potent power gives leave, the- 
Devil can as cealily .pofleſs the. 
minds of Men with diſiracions,. 


jas of- Swine with rage, 


The excommunicate Cor inthis/ 


; being delivered. up. to Sm 4 
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| for el the defira@ion yo DW is in] 


order. unto: the: ſalvation- of the 
ſpirit, .may as poſſibly be under- 
Raod:of his being aflited* with 
a:corporal diftemper,by the pow- 
er of the Devil, as in- any. ether 
reſpect and we know St. Pauls 
Thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger 
of Satan ſent to buffet him,- hath 
various explications 3 yet ſome 


underſtand ic with relation unto! 


the preſent purpoſe, The Laci- 
vious perſons ſeeking for Lot's 
Houſe, to gratific their vile inten- 
tions, were ſhot blind by an An-: 
gel;. 'and* thoſe windows- were 
{topt up, which let in- wanton 
gee. | tr 3 

-- Evil Angels v were ſent to aj 
the Ifraclits with Divers calami- 
ties'3 and we read in ſacred Re- 
cords, of _ many thouſands in one 
night ſain by the deſtroying 


tial.contagion, 
And the ſeveral "_ perſons! 
whom 


in 
he 
fo 
th 
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whom cur bleſſed Lord delivered” = 
from the power of the Prince of: 35 
Darknefs, were miſerably afflicted: 
with Epilt Mes,  Lunacies, Con-: 
vulfions; and: other direful Sym- 
ptoms-' >.” 
Mor&dyer we have many, who 

from Pitmeſtry, and making ob-" 
ſervations from the lines in the 
Hand, eſpeetally the line of Life, 
will undertake to meaſure every. 
Mans Life, -and the manner. .and 


{moments of their Deaths'; and ſo” 


make voidth&uſe of means both- 
natural and moral whereas the 
Lines in the Band, which are ac- 
counted natures Manuſcripts, are 
but the fouldings. of the” skin: 
when the hand bends inwards * 
and are-not proper unto any of 
thoſe creatures which have their 
feet always extended; Age, La- 
bour and Diſcaſes alter them, and: 
ſornetime-obliterate them. They 
are a Book fitter for Juliices to: 
diſcover jdlencſs, than for to diſ+. 
COVET 


'F . Y "y- LR” { "4 
BB us n 0. 
Ws.” * - o 
; "oh # 
Fe . 


'1p4: ] 


E” cover faite events 3 their- Pre-- 


dicions are the produds of con- 
jecure rather than Artz and they 
deſerve rather to be made the ex- 


amples of ſeverity, than tqreceive. 
credit in a Chriſtian pe 
To dream.that Anm Cha- 


racers, Charms and Spels, are of 
any virtue-in curing Dilcaſes, is 
vain, Becauſe. St, Panul*s Band- 
kerchicf, St. Peter's ſhadow, and 


the Hem of our Saviours Gar- 
ment miracalouſly cured ſome in. 


the primitive time; therefore to 
think our ſelves till obliged tothe 
uſe of extream Un&ion,and other 
{uch aboliſht ceremonies of heal- 
ing, highly argueth a ccatineſs in 
Mens intelleuals, The Reaſons 
why thoſe miraculous ways of 
cure were uſed ( namely the con- 
firmation of the Goſpel in its firfi 
plantation ) being ceaſed, the 
way of care muſt alſo ceaſe, W2: 
cannot probably expect a Divine 
bleſſing, with ſuch means as have 
| no 


' TOF 
no WE. virtue, as Words, Spels ; 
and CharaQers. ' If one Text of 
' Þ Scripture. carried in the Sleeve, 
- | will cure'an Ague, the Bible car- 
d- we Pocket, might cure all 
SE aput Divine Oracles 
wane Wiven to trifle with, but 
o guide our Faith and Manners, 
; nl to dire& until we come un- 
ro that place, where there will be 
| | no: need of Medicines to eaſe 
- | pains, or moral Rules to render 
Y A effetual, 
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Tu Morning Exaretfe at 
Cripplegate, or ſeveral Cafe: 
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Precious Faith, : Cealdered 1 
its nature, working and growth 
by Edward Polhill of Burwaſh i 
Suſfex, Elqj, in Large Octave 
| price bound 35 64. 

A Dialogue between a Popiſ! 
Prieſt, and an Engliſh Proteſtant 
wherein the principle points an 
Arguments of both Religions, a 
' truly propoſed, and.,fully exami 
ed, by Matthew Pool, Author « 
the Synopſis Criticorum. The | 
Edition Corre&ted and amended 
Price Bound 1 5s. 
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